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Kaunda Opens Gaborone Frontline Summit 
MB0803 120089 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 8 Mar 8&9 


[Text] The implementation of Namibia's peace plan. 
which begins | April, will be the main topic at a 
Frontline summit, which began in Gaborone, Botswana 
a while ago. The summit ts being attended by Presidents 
Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique. Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe, Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania, Kenneth 
Kaunda of Zambia, and Quett Masire of Botswana. 
Afonso van Dunem Mbinda, MPLA-Labor Party foreign 
affairs secretary, is representing Angola. ANC, SWAPO. 
and PAC leaders are attending the summit, as usual. 
Hashim Mbita, OAU Liberation Committee executive 
secretary, 1s also present. 


Zambian President Kaunda, who is also chairman of the 
Frontline States, opened the summit by describing the 
present time as a test for all of southern Africa. He said: 
It is not just Namibian political party participation in 
the elections that is at stake. Victory or defeat in Nami- 
bia’s elections depends on the work southern African 
countries will do to implement the Namibian peace plan. 
Kaunda stressed the need for a spirit of openness and 
reconciliation during the Namubian process, citing 
ZANU and ZAPU's positive experience in Zimbabwe as 
an example. The review of the regional situation in light 
of the latest developments and following the New York 
Accords will also be on the summit agenda. 


President Joaquim Chissano’s delegation includes Secu- 
rity Minister Mariano Matsinhe and State Admunistra- 
tion Minister Jose Oscar Monteiro. 


Kaunda, Masire on Namibia 
MBO0803 170489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1635 GMT 8 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Gaborone March 8 SAPA—Zambuan president 
and chairman of the Frontline States, Kenneth Kaunda, 
today called on Namubians to work for reconciliation to 
achieve lasting peace, the ZIANA news agency reports. 


Addressing the opening session of a one-day Frontline 
States summit, Dr Kaunda said the forthcoming Nami- 
bian general elections in November were a test for 
Namibian political parties, South Africa and the Front- 
line States’ desire for peace and development. 


He said SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma and other political 
parties in Namibia had a lot to learn from the Zimba- 
bwean example of the policy of reconciliation which was 
impiemented after independence in 1980. Reconcilhia- 
tion, he said, would have way for a peaceful, non-racial, 
democratic and development-orientated nation. 


President Kaunda called on six southern African Front- 
line States and South Africa to cooperate in implement- 
ing the United Nations plan for Namibian independence 
to help bring peace to the region. 
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Dr Kaunda told the summit that Pretoria’s sincerity and 
commitment to the unfolding peace in the region would 
be tested in :ts adherence to the implementation of the 
UN-Namibian independence plan which begins on 
April. “South Africa, perhaps more than the rest of us, 
faces the greatest part of this test because it will be called 
upon to play by far the largest part on our behalf to see 
that the independence programme for Namubia ts car- 
ried through with maturity, democratic tolerance and 
accommodation,” he said. 


The Zambian leader said this would be the first time the 
Frontline States as a group had cooperated with Pretona 
On a regional programme, and warned that the interna- 
tional community would be watching to see if southern 
African states were able to resolve their own problems in 
a peaceful way. 


“We stand to lose or win according to how we carry out 
this programme,” Dr Kaunda said, adding that southern 
Africa had enormous potential for economic develop- 
ment if peace and democracy were allowed to tnumph 
over chaos. 


“We owe it to our children... to achieve this”, he said, 
pointing out that peace and development could be 
achieved if problems were solved by reconciliation, 
negotiations, compromises and the acceptance of non- 
racial societies in the region. 


Welcoming his guests, President Masire said leaders of 
Frontline States represented the aspirations of the people 
in the region for peace and development, and noted as a 
success the implementation of the UN plan for Nami- 
bian independence. 


“It has taken many years of trial and suffering. While the 
triumph 1s almost in hand, we must grab the opportunity 
with both hands while keeping our heads cool. We 
should keep to our faith by never under-estimating the 
difficulties ahead,” President Masire said. 


He added the strength of the Frontline states was in their 
cohesion and clarity of negotiating positions. 


A communique is expected at the end of the summit later 
today. 


RSA ‘Anti-SWAPO Campaign’ 
4 B0803 160089 London BBC World Service in English 
1518S GMT 8 Mar &9 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Heads of state and foreign ministers from the 
Frontline States have been meeting today in Gaborone, 
the capital of Botswana. Top of the agenda has been the 
forthcoming United Nations-sponsored independence 
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elections in Namibia and concern over alleged skulldug- 
gery by South Africa to reduce the vote for the SWAPO 
liberation movement. From Gaborone, Derek Jones 


reports. 


[Jones] The meeting condemned what it called, I quote, 
the anti-SWAPO campaign of the South African security 
forces and the registration of non-Namibians by South 
African forces, a move aimed at tipping the scales of the 
elections, unquote. The meeting also called for interna- 
tional cooperation for the United Nations secretary 
general [words indistinct} the UNTAG [UN Transition 
Assistance Group] military component needed to be 
increased. 


Sam Nujoma, president of SWAPO, commented on the 
disturbing news that the South African army was, as he 
put it, rounding up people, giving out sugar, and remind- 
ing them to vote for the South African-sponsored parties 
and not for SWAPO. 


Mr Oliver Tambo, of the ANC, commented on the 
growing unity among the democratic movements in 
South Africa. He said that, in general, the South African 
people were united and that there was a coalition of 


anti-apartheid forces. 


Communique Cites UN, U.S. 
MB0803 174489 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] The leaders of the Frontline States have expressed 
regret that United Nations Trancitional Assistance 
Group, UNTAG, had been reduced to 4,650 from 7,500, 
despite protests at the United Nations spearheaded by 
the Frontline States and the OAU. 


In a communique issued after their |-day summit in 
Gaborone, the Frontline States said the reduction in size 
of the UNTAG forces could prejudice the ability of the 
United Nations to fully carry out its mandate to ensure 
that the elections in Namibia are free and fair. They 
called on the permanent members of the United Nations 
Security Council to be ready to cooperate with the 
secretary general, Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar, in the 
event that he decided the situation in Namibia called for 
an increase in the military components of UNTAG. 


The Frontline leaders condemned the anti-SWAPO cam- 
paign being carried out by South African security forces, 
and called on the United Nations, secretary general to 
ensure the campaign is brought to an end so that 
SWAPO could campaign freely in all parts of Namibia. 
The summit also condemned the registration of non- 
Namibians by South African forces aimed at setting the 
scales against SWAPO in The forthcoming elections. 


The summit called on the United States to cease its 
support for the UNITA bandits in Angola, so that a 
process of national reconciliation could be undertaken 
by the people and government of that country. 
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During the press conference, the chairman of the Front- 
line States, President Kenreth Kaunda of Zambia, called 
for a halt to contacts between African countries and 
South Africa. He said the African countries should rather 
allow the Frontline States to give them its view for such 
contact He ruled out any meeting with South African 
leaders by Frontline States until the South Afmcans had 
passed what he called a test. He said this test was for 
South Africa to allow Namibians to attain their indepen- 
dence freely and fairly. 


Frontline States were represented at the summit by their 
heads of government, except Angola which was repre- 
sented by its secretary of external affairs, Mr Afonso van 
Dunem Mbinda. Also present were leaders of the liber- 
ation movements, SWAPO, ANC, and PAC. The leaders 
of the Frontline States left Gaborone this afternoon, 
except for President Hassan Ali Mwinyi of Tanzania, 
who leaves tomorrow. 


‘Very Few’ Leaders Attend CEEAC Summit 
ABO803 135489 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] The summit of the Economic Community of 
Central African States [CEEAC] opened today in 
Bangui, CAR. The community includes 10 members; 
Angola is still an observer within the organization. Very 
few heads of state made the trip to Bangui. Cameroon, 
Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Burundi and Angola sent 
representatives to Bangui. Let us listen to Ferdinand 
Mayonga, our reporter from Bangui: 


[Mayonga] Four speeches marked the opening ceremony 
of the CEEAC summit. These were by General Andre 
Kolingba, the Central African head of state, who is 
hosting the summit; Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, the 
Zairian head of state and current CEEAC chairman; Sir 
Dawda Jawara, the Gambian president and current 
chairman of the Economic Community of West African 
States [ECOWAS], and the deputy secretary general of 
the OAU. [passsage omitted] 


Airspace Agreement Signed 
AB0903 103089 Libreville Africa No.1 in French 
0730 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] The fifth summit of the Eccnomic Community of 
Central African States, CEEAC, ended yesterday evening 
in Bangui, Central African Republic [CAR] after a day's 
working session. One of the main decisions of this 
meeting, which was attended by only 0 of the 10 heads of 
member states, 1s the signing of the agreement on the 
opening of the community airspace to member coun- 
tres. The agreement requests the national airline com- 
panies to hold consultations with a view to studying the 
proyect for the creation of a community airline company 
for central African states. For further details on this 
summit, we have on the line from Bangui, Pierre Benoit 
Magnanga, our special correspondent: 
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[Begin recording} This fifth summit of the CEEAC 1s 
different from the preceding ones in view of its expedi- 
tious nature. The plenary session, which took place 
yesterday soon after the opening of the summit, lasted 
for only 3 hours. During these 3 hours, Presidents 
Mobutu, Bongo, Sassou-Nguesso, Habre, Habyarimana, 
and the representatives of their Burundi, Cameroonian, 
Equatorial Guinean, and Sao Tomean counterparts, 
examined the documents that were submitted for their 
approval. These documents, which were prepared by the 
experts, had already been revised and corrected by the 
ministers who, recently held their seventh ordinary ses- 
sion here in Bangui. Of all the agreements signed, the 
Most Outstanding is the agreement on 2ir transport, the 
first of its kind in the history of civil aviation in the 
subregion. This agreement will be ratified as soon as 
possible as well as the one on the free movement of a 
certain category of persons in the community. 


Another concrete aspect of the Bangui meeting is the 
liberalization of intercommunity trade which involves 
products in the field of maritime, river, and lagoon 
fishing. Agreement was also reached on the chamber of 
compensation for which Kinshasa was chosen as the 
headquarters. The CEEAC general secretariat’s term of 
office was extended for another 4 years. The heads of 
state recommended the continuation of the dialogue 
with international financial organizations and institu- 
tions for the implementation of certain projects. During 
the closing session of the summit, the CAR president, 
General Andre Kolingba, stated without mincing words 
that the CEEAC is too slow in achieving its ambitions. 
{end recording) 


Ministers Discuss Restructuring in Blantyre 
MB0803 121489 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] African finance ministers meeting in Blantyre, 
Malawi are considering policy changes intended to bring 
about a structural adjustment program which is more 
acceptable to human standards. Among the policy mea- 
sures proposed by the Economic Commission for Africa 
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[ECA] are: land reforms for better access and entii!ement 
to land; enhancement of the role of women; and the food 
production sector. These measures are intended to 
increase production and opportunities for employment; 
alleviate poverty, and distribute income more equitably. 


Reports from Blantyre said that in order to improve 
agricultural productivity and expand rural employment, 
the ECA has proposed devoting about 25 percent of the 
total public investment to agriculture. It has also recom- 


Sierra Leone, Gambia Muslims on Rushdie Book 
AB0303075589 Paris AFP in English 1738 GMT 
2 Mar 89 


[Text] Freetown, 2 Mar (AFP}—The Supreme Islamic 


A similar plea for a ban on the book was | 
Gambia by the Association of Imams in Banjul, official 
sources there said Thursday. 


The government in Mali banned the book Thursday after 
a meeting headed by President Moussa Traore, which 
had considered its impact throughout the world, Mahan 
National Radio said. 
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Congo 


Government Denies Arms Deal Involvement 
AB1003171689 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Text} Yesterday on this program we ran a story about an 
arms deal between France and the Congo allegedly 
involving the sale to Congo of 50 surface-to-air missiles. 
French press reports said the deal was frozen after it was 
leaked, and today, as Chris Barrells reports from Braz- 
zaville, the government of President Sassou-Nguesso has 
been keen to lay the blame on someone else: 


[Begin Barrells recording] The Congolese Government 
has reacted strongly to accusations in the French press 
that it was involved in an legal deal to supply French 
ground-to-air missiles to an unnamed third country. In 
an official communique from the Ministry of Defense in 
Brazzaville, the Congolese Government said it reserved 
the nght to prosecute any company, individual, or mayor 
Organization which associated the government with what 
it called these clear and malicious lies. The statement 
demied categorncally any government involvement in the 
deal, which it considered gravely insulting to its honor 
and credibility. The government said it put its trust in 
the Defense Ministry inquiry ordered by President Mit- 
terrand in Paris, and resented what it called the malev- 
olent preempting of its outcome by the French press. The 
communique said the Congolese Government would not 
let this affair spoil its excellent relations with France. 


Despite that, speculation 1s continuing in Brazzaville as to 
which country the 50 missiles were ultumately bound for, if 
indeed such a contract existed. High on the list of such 
speculation are the UNITA rebels in Angola, Colonel 
al-Qadhdhafi in Libya, or the Soviet Union. However, a 
semor diplomatic source said Congo had no previous 
history in dubious arms deals, and it was unlikely that the 
government would msk ruining Brazzaville’s reputation as 
a city of international peace talks for short-term (‘cash) 
from international arms deals. [end recording] 


Uganda 


Commentary On Kenya's ‘Hollow Allegations’ 
EA1103064889 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1710 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[“Commentary™] 


[Text] For a long time now, the Uganda media has 
refrained from engaging in a press war against our sister 
Republic of Kenya. On the contrary, the Kenyan press 
has continued to write bad things about our country, the 
latest of which are the most regrettable insults against 


our president which appeared in the KENYA TIMES. a 
newspaper owned by Kenya's ruling party, the Kenya 
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African National Union. We had hoped that after Pres- 
ident Museveni's visit to Kenya last yeor, during which 
he held discussions with President Moi in Nairobi, the 
relations between our two countnes, which at times had 
been at a low ebb, would stabilize. Our hopes cannot be 
said to have been futile, because for some time now, 
relative calm had prevailed on our borders. 


It ss unfortunate, however, that Kenya has decided to 
break this calm and brotherly atmosphere by making 
hollow allegations that a Ugandan aircraft had bombed 
her territory and to imicrpret the common nuisance of 
the mncursions by cattle rusticis on each others territory 
as aggression by the Ugandan Army. We have said it 
before and we would like to repeat tha. Uganda has no 
designs to attack Kenya, let alone to engage in verbal 
charges and counter charges with that couniry. 


There have been several incidents involving not only cattic 
rustiers but ordinary Ugandans who have been aroitanly 
arrested and imprisoned or deported by the Kenyan 
authorities, but on all those occasions Uganda had done no 
more than resorting to diplomatic channels in resolving 
such incidents. It 1s common knowledge that Kenya has 
lately been involved in conflicts with some of her northern 
neighbors. At the same time, the Kenya Government has 
admitted that people who are described as poachers have 
been causing it problems in the national game parks. We 
have every reason to believe that thal country’s current 
troubles are based in those areas and not in Uganda. We 
appeal to our Kenyan brothers to resisi the temptation of 
pointing a finger at our country whenever they are in 
trouble and to utilize the services of their intelligence 
system effectively in establishing the real forces that are 
responsible for their uneasiness. 


Zaire 


Leader Reportedly Arrested 
ABO603 173189 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 6 Mar 8&9 


[From the “Focus on Afnca™ program] 


[Text] The exiled Zairian opposition party, the UDPS 
[Umon for Democracy and Social Progress}, 1s express- 
ing concern about the whereabouts of its leader, Tshise- 
kedi wa Mulumba. The party forms an unofficial oppo- 
sition to President Mobutu inside Zaire, and Tshiseked 
has been in and out of jail in his attempts to get the party 
legalized. From Brazzaville, Antoine Muyambala telexed 


this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording} An unofficial repre- 
sentative of the UDPS here has announced that the 
former secretary general of the party, Etrenne Tshise- 
kedi, was abducted at 4 in the morning on the Sth of 
March and taken from Kinshasa to an unnamed dest:- 
nation, according to a statement published today in 
Brazzaville. The statement does not identify the people 
who took him away. but the government spokesman of 
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Teo Continue Rights Surveillance 
AB0803223389 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Zaire authorities are cock-a-hoop over the 
findings of the UN Commission on Human Rights, 
Commission has taken the issue of human nghts in Zaire 
off its list for consideration. The Commission thinks 
Zaire has made enough progress in human rights matters 
to iake the pressure off, and Zaire has quickly put an 
advertisement in a New York newspaper drawing atien- 
tion to the Commission's decision. Well, certainly Zaire 
has been in a lot of black books recently, including 
Amnesty International's. Dan Isaacs asked 

Biyaru Hanga of Amnesty if Amnesty would follow the 
United Nation's lead. 


[Begin recording} [Hanga] Well, we would not base our 
conclusions on the findings of the Human Rights Com- 
mission nor could we base it on our own current findings 
because evidence has in the past shown that there may be 
some other cases of which we may not be aware, and 
therefore, our knowledge of very few cases or no know!- 
edge of any cases of political imprisonment should not in 
any way suggest that we are sure there are no other 
human rights violations. But then we have reason still to 
suggest that there are still some other people who have 
been detained. So we would not be able to tell whether 
they deserve it or not. 
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{Isaacs} But Amnesty does supply evidence to the com- 
mission” 


[Hanga] For several years now, we have been supplying 
evidence to the commission until 1988. 


{Isaac} Is this the case, though political prisoners have 
been held as a result of the demonstrations last year? 


(Hanga] There were arrests in January, round about the 
17th cf January, and following those demonstrations, a 
number of people were arrested. Some people put the 
reports that they could have numbered even up to [00, 
or even more. But then, by the end of the year, most of 
them had been released. at least those » ho are known to 
Amnesty International. 


[Isaacs] Are there individual cases you are still following? 


{Hanga] Yes, especially now those which are of major 
concern to use are those of at least four women who were 
arrested in April 1988. And there is a suggestion or belief 


tional that they will be relaxing their observation in 
Zaire following this Commission's report” 


[Hanga] Amnesty International does not reiax its obser- 
vation of Zaire. We still continue to observe very closely 
the human rights situation in Zaire. The dropping of 
surveillance by the Human Rights Commission does not 
in any way Suggest that we have relaxed our surveillance. 
[end recording} 
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Kenya 
Further Reaction to |)gandan Troop ‘Provocation’ 


Troop Deployment Denied 
EA1103185389 Nairotn KENYA TIMES in English 
11] Mar 89p 1 


[Excerpt] Kenya's acting high commussioner to Uganda. 
Mr Francis Kamau Nyihia, yesterday denied press 
reports in Kampala that Kenya deployed troops in the 
Lake Victorna region and alo: g her common border with 
Uganda following the recent bombing of a Kenyan town 
by a Ugandan piane. 


Reacting to a story in yesterday's issue of the Uganda's 
State-owned newspaper, NEW VISION. Mr Nyihia 
expressed concern at the inaccuracy and falsehood 
printed by the paper and wondered if it was trying to fuel 
tension between the two countnes. The paper alleged 
that Kenyan troops had by last Wednesday started 
digging trenches around the Busia airsinp and at Alupe 
imside Kenya. It alleged that groups of dissidents 
opposed to the current Uganda government were in 
kenya and were planning to hit Uganda steamers from 
the Sio port, near Kisumu. 


Another Ugandan newspaper, THE GUIDE. alleged that 
Kenyan soldiers in Mbale and in Sebe: have been shoot- 


ing into Uganda forcing the villagers to flee. 


Talking to the KENYAN TIMES last evening. Mr Njihia 
said he had sent a press statement to the paper's news 
editor protesting over the packs of ives used by the paper 
for selling news. Before he released the statement to the 
latter paper, Mr Njihia had earlier called a press confer- 
ence during which he denied in the strongest terms the 
allegations made by NEW VISION. who also ran a 
lengthy editonal on Kenya-Uganda relations and criti- 
crsing Kenya. [passage omitted]. 


Moi Threatens ‘Hot Pursuit’ 
EA1203110789 Nairobi Domestic Service in Swahili 
0705 GMT 12 Mar 89 


[Speech by President Daniel arap Moi's 35-minute 
address at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport on his 
return from tour of Britain, Belgium. and Netheriands— 
live, passages within slantlines spoken in English] 


a [passage omitted] | spent 4 months assisting 

the people of Uganda. Didn't | have enything better to 
do? Why did I keep on urging the people of Uganda to 
live in peace? | allowed them to stay in Nairobi for 4 
months [during the talks between the Military Counc! 
and Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni in late 1985) 
so that they might realize that the only way to achieve 
progress was through peace. Despite that. they showed 
no appreciation. [passage omitted] 
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I do not want anyone to cross the border and enter 
Kenya. /Kenya ts sovereign state/ [applause]. Whoever 
abuses or challenges K enya’s sovereignty wiil get what he 
deserves. [applause] 


Only the other day, | stated that all we want 1s peace. | 
suggested that officers should meet at the border to settle 
any outstanding issues, but they continued with their 
provocation. Just recently, 400 people crossed t=< bor- 
der, mingling with others in military uniform. They 
penetrated an area where they knew my Kenyan forces 
were stationed. They did not penetrate any other area. 
They were few in number. After entering the area, they 
fired several shots. But they were given a good beating 
and 72 of them fell victim [applause]. I lost one soldier, 
a lieutenant. He was not fighting. He had removed his 
gun while counting the number of bodies. And so on. So 
we lost one sold:-r and a civilian. | do not know how 
many of them died outside Kenya's borders. We are not 
interested in that. We are only interested in those who 
entered Kenya. 


Later they dropped bombs at Lokichogio. They did not 
think it would be discovered. /It was a coordinated 
action/. | wish to state that we are still carrying out 
investigations into a number of things. We want the 
world to know that Kenyans are not provocateurs. We 
have restrained ourselves. But beginning today, | give 
orders to members of the security forces: ‘Should anyone 
follow international conventions of hol pursuit and cross 
deep/ [applause] If i means total elimination, they 
should go ahead and eliminate. This is the order that | 
have issued. 


Why should we always be persuading them when we are 
peaceful people” We are always peaceful people. [applause] 
Are there internal problems? They claim there are enemies 
outside, but where are these enemies” [passage omitted] 


Official Cites ‘Tightened Security’ 
EA130310S589 Nairohi KENYA TIMES in English 
13 Mar 89 p 10 
[“Article by Pius Kowachiu: “Border Residents Assured 
by DC”) 


{Excerpts} The district commissioner (DC) for Busia, Mr 
Simon Chacha, yesterday assured people living along the 
Kenya-Uganda border that they should not fear for their 
lives as the government had tightened security at the 
border. 


Mr Chacha, who was speaking to KENYA TIMES from 
his house in Busia after attending the burial of 
ant Michael Nager who died when a Ugandan 
bombed Lokichogio in Turkana, said the governmen 
has strengthened security at the borders following 
incident. [passage omitted! 
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The DC dispelled rumours that are causing fear among 
the people of the area. He said the government was very 
concerned about the security in the area. He said people 
should not expect a repeat of the Lokichogio incident in 
Turkana or anywhere else in Kenya. 


Mr Chacha, who praised President Moi for keeping 
good-neighbourliness with countnes bordering Kenya. 
said Kenya's boundanes are secure due to our policy of 

mess backed up by well-trained Armed 
Forces. [passage omitted] 


Uganda Army ‘Split’; Libyan Role 
EA0903 131289 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
9 Mar 89p 1! 


[Article Enc Shimoli and Ogoli Muga: “Uganda Army 
Split: Report”) 


{Exveryt] A faction fighting President Museveni's lead- 
ership said yesterday the bombing of Kenya by the 
National Resistance Army (NRA) was the result of a split 
in the government. Mr Peter Mashete. secretary of 
mobilisation, information and publicity wing of the 
London-based Uganda Democratic Alliance [UDA], said 
the Ugandan belligerence was “a manifestation of deep 
unresolved issues in the military NRA wing of the ruling 
National Resistance Movement (NRM).” 


He said in a statement sent to our KENYA TIMES office 

y: “While it 1s evidently clear that there is a split 
in the NRM/NRA, «1 1s unfortunate that in a bid to 
resolve or conceal the conflict, Uganda should use Kenya 
as a scapegoat.” He was referring to Tuesday's attack in 
which a Uganda military aircraft dropped two bombs on 
the northern town of Lokichogio in Turkana District, 
killing three people and several livestock. 


The incident took place five days after another in which 
400 heavily armed Ugandan. some in NRA uniforms, 
crossed into Kenya and attacked Kenyan security forces 
and villagers. Seventy-two of the invaders were killec 
while Kenya lost an army officer and two other villagers. 


Mr Mashete said the rift in the NRA escalated after the 
recent elections, which he described as a “gigantic fraud” 
and a conspiracy against such factions as the democratic 
party and the Federalists. The elections, the statement 
said, were a result of the “fact that President Museveni is 
anxious to extend the four-year interim pernod he prom- 
ised when he took power three years ago.” A “big section™ 
of the NRA were opposed to extending the period, and the 
attempted coup last September was meant to preempt it. 


“As a result, said the UDA, many had been transferred 
to Moroto, where they were now subjected to harsh 
conditions, expenencing hunge- and lack of medical 
facilities. 
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“It us thus possible the incursions into Kenya were to 
steal cattle for food and that Museveni wants to justify 
this development,” the UDA claimed. It added: “The 
deployment of troops along the Kenyan border 1s esca- 
lated to obstruct and divert the post-election malcontent 
within the NRA/ NRM towards a purported enemy.” 


Mr Mashete said Libya was putting pressure on one 
NRA section to replace Museveni with Brigadier Moses 
Ali, the chairman of the Rescue Front, a former Idi Amin 
ally, because he is a Muslim. There was a Tripoli 

t between Museveni, Colonel Muammar al- 
Qadhdhafi and Brg Ali under which Brig Ali was to be 
the number two man in the government, he said. But 
Libya had been angered by Museveni's recent trip to the 
United States, and i is now calling for 
Muslims in the NRA to topple Museveni the UDA 
statement said. 


Meanwhile, the acting Uganda high commussioner to 
Kenya, Mr Jotham Kamanyire, claimed yesterday that 
Kampala “appeared baffled” by news of the bombing. “! 
contacted Kampala this morning but the government 
back home does not appear to be aware of the incident,” 
said Mr Kamanyire. 


Uganda also sent reinforcements of armed Marines to 
Sigiru: and Lolu: Islands in Lake Victoria. At Masau, six 
km from Busia (Uganda). two more platoons had been 
added to the two normally stationed there. At Akira, 10 
km from Adongusi police post in Kenya, a further two 
platoons had been deployed, a ministry of foreign affairs 
Statement said. [passage omitted] 


Editorial Denounces Museveni 
EA0903 190089 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
9 Mar 89 pp 6 


[Editorial: “Ugandan Despot Playing With Fire} 


[Excerpts] You coud hear the faint rumblings of war 
drums from Kampela last week. You could tell that 
Friday's flagrant foray into Kenyan territory by heavily 
armed men in military uniform was much more than a 
tribal cattle raid. And you could not miss the ominous 
hint of Yoweri Museveni's studied silence in the face of 
sturdy protest from Kenya over the West Pokot inva- 
sion. Yet again this country is under attack. Barely four 
days after the bloody incursion into Alale in the north- 
west by a band of disguised Ugandan soldiers, a military 
plane. no doubt ing to the National Resistance 
Army [NRA]. has dropped two bombs on the remote 
town of Lokichoggio, killing three people and wounding 
several others. 


Our warning of Sunday has been vindicated too soon. 
The band of 400 people who mounted an unp’ ovoked 
attack on Kenyan security forces in West Pokot last 
Friday were too daring to be rustic cattle thieves, too well 
equipped with modern firearms to fit the image of tribal 
marauders painted by Kampala to mask their intrigues. 
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And although 72 of the attackers were wiped out when 
our security forces hit back, the clumsy hand of Uganda's 
crackpot ruler was all too noticeable in the clash. 


Without a doubt, President Museveni is trying to draw 
this country into a war. And without a doubt, the 
succession of attacks which have recently been mounted 
on Kenyan villages are deliberate acts of provocation by 
a government whose hostility to this country has only 
been equalled by its contempt for truth and the letter of 
imternational agreements. 


The violation of Kenyan airspace by a Ugandan military 
aircraft, the cal.ous killing of its citizens by Museveni's 
soldiers and the plunder of their property by a foreign 
army must be condemned unreservedly. The Ugandan 
Government's warlike conduct is more akin to the antics 
of addle-brained school prefects than a body of leaders 
entrusted with the destiny of a nation. [passage omitted] 


We know that Uganda has been receiving arms from Col 
al-Qadhdhafi of Libya and has been providing aid and 
succour io dissidents from this country seeking military 
training in Libya. We know that the NRA's barracks at 
Moroto is close to the towns of Alale and 
Lokichoggio, which have been attacked in the past five 
days. And we know that Yoweri Museveni is trying to 
divert the attention of Ugandans from bungled general 
elections and the crippling economic problems that his 
misguided policies have landed their country in. 


The tragedy is that the security and welfare of 14 million 
Ugandans are being sacrificed to feed the bloated ego of 
an incorngible war monger. Uganazns owe it to them- 
selves to throw a leash on this dunderhead. For when 
Kenya chooses to meet force with force it 1s they who will 
bear the brunt of war. 


Bombs of ‘Russian Origin’ 
EA1103185889 Nairoti DAILY NATION in English 
1] May 89 p 1 


[Excerpt] Police suspect that the bombs used to raid 

10 by Ugandan military aircraft last Tuesday 
were of Russian origin. the commissioner, Mr Philip 
Kilonzo said yesterday. Mr Kilonzo told the NATION 
he had sent a team of experts to Lokichoggio, a township 
on the north western tip of Kenya about 1/8 kilometres 
from the Ugandan and Sudanese borders. He said the 
team of experts would examine the extent of the damage 
and the na‘ure of the bombing. 
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Mr Kilonzo confirmed earlier NATION reports from 
Lokichoggio that only about eight or nine bombs were 
dropped during the raid and not 2! as reported by the 
KENYA TIMES yesterday. “As soon as my men bring in 
their report, the police will make a public statement 
about the bombing.” he said. 


On Tursday, the government issued a statement saying 
that a Ugandan military plane had dropped two bombs 
in the Kokichoggio area killing three people and injuring 
five more. [passage omitted]. 


Business Meeting Cancelled 
EA0803220189 Nairobi KNA in English 1515 GMT 
8 Mar 89 


[Text] Nairobi, 8 Mar (KNA}—A meeting between busi- 
nessmen who are members of Kenya National Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry and Uganda Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry arranged to take place on 10th 
March in Busia has been postponed. In a press state- 
ment, the national chairman of Kenya Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Mr Francis Macharia, said it is 
due to unavoidable circumstances. He said that all 
businessmen who were proposing to go on this mission 
will be advised when the new date of the meeting is 
agreed upon. Mr Macharia explained that the purpose of 
the meeting was to examine how trade relations between 
Kenya and Uganda could be improved. 


Minister Links ‘Aliens’ With Garissa 
EA0903 135089 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] A minister of state in the office of the president, 
Mr Hussein Maalim Mohamed, has called on residents 
of Mbalambala division in Garissa District to report any 
aliens living among them to the authorities immediately. 
The minister noted that the move would help to curb 
banditry activities in the area. Mr Mohamed, who is also 
the member of Parliament for the area, was addressing a 
public rally in the division, where he condemned the 
recent ambushing of a Ministry of Health vehicle by 
armed bandits along Mado Gashi-Mbalambala road. 
The minister noted that Kenyans, under the leadership 
of President Moi, cherished peace. adding that wananchi 
[citizens] had a great role to play im the maintenance of 
law and order in their areas. Mr Mohamed reminded 
nomadic pastoralists from neighboring districts tc move 
back to their places of origin. 
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President Botha Interviewed 12 March 
MB1203192589 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1815 GMT 12 Mar 89 


Interview with State President P.W. Botha by SABC-TV 
reporter Johan Pretorius at Wilderness, the official resi- 
dence in Cape Town. on 12 March; interview conducted 
in Afrikaans—recorded] 


[Text] [Pretorius] Good Evening, Prezident. 
[Botha] Good evening. How are you? 
[Pretorius] | am well. How are you? 
[Botha] Very well, thank you. 


(Pretorius] Mr President, on Wednesday [15 Mav-a] you 
will be back at your office. What has made you decide to 
come back at least 3 weeks earlier than what you indi- 
cated in last week’s newspaper interview? 


[Botha] Progress made in regard to my health made me 
decide that instead of returning to Cape Town after the 
Easter weekend, as | originally announced, | could go back 
earlier. Second, the important presentation of the annual 
budget requires me, as head of government, to be there. 
That was because the budget was based on government 
proposals, which always have an enormous influence on 
financial and economic matters, This was the result of 
lengthy preparations. Last year we began with the priori- 
ties committee. Thereafter, the cabinet devoted attention 
for lengthy periods of time to the preparation of the 


budget. It is an important event, and it is the duty of the 
head of government to be present on such an occasion. 


Therefore, I decided to be present at the cabinet meeting, 
the last one before presenting the budget. It so happens 
that it is earlier than the original date which I had in 
mind—that is after the Easter weekend. | am thus return- 
ing earlier in order to resume my work. 


[Pretorius] You have always said that when you make a 
decision on your retirement, it would be on the advise of 
your doctors. Can one accept that your doctors have 
declared you fit? 


[Rotha] For the past number of years, since i Secame 
prinie minister in !978, I have been examined by com- 
petent doctors every year, because | do not believe that | 
alone can give an opinion about my health. And an 
accident recently occurred. I had myself examined and 
took advice, and those doctors who had confidentially 
advised me are the same ones who are attending to me. 
They agrived that I should continue my normal activities. 


[Pretorius] Is it a team of doctors? 


[Botha] Yes, a team. 
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[Pretorius] Let us come to an important question. You 
had decided to separate the posts of state president and 
leader of the NP, and thereaf.ci a series of events led to 
tension in the party. Did you expect something like that, 
or was it unexpected? 


[Botha] When I made the proposal, | expected disap- 
pointment within the party. I planned to bring it up in 
person in the cavcus and to have a proper discussion 
with the caucus. Unfortunately, because of my setback I 
had to write a Ictter to the caucus. The disappointment 
in the caucus was expected. and I understand it. My 
answer to you ts yes, | had expected it but | also expected 
the caucus to have the maturity and loyalty to seek 
solutions with me. 


[Pretorius] Can one accept that you are disappointed at 
the reaction which followed? 


[Botha] No. I was not disappointed. On the contrary. 
The caucus wrote a letter of appreciation to me, telling 
me what steps they had taken. Why should I be disap- 
pointed” 


[Pret cs] .«« you bad known when you made that 
dec. wha' vou know now, would you have made the 
decis.. 


[Botha] I would have preferred to speak personally with 
the caucus. it is a pity that I had to do it by letter. It isa 
pity that I did not have the opportunity to promote my 
decision and to clearly express my view before the 
caucus, but I hope to get that opportunity. 


[Pretcrius] This week? 


[Botha] Not necessarily this week. Parliament is still in 
session and the caucus will adjourn soon after the Easter 
recess. An opportunity must be created, hopefully for me 
to talk to the caucus, just as I hope in consultation with 
the caucus to give attention to a matter such as this. 


[Pretorius] On Wednesday you will be back in office. 
How do you describe your working relationship with Mr 
de Klerk? 


[Botha] Mr de Klerk is leader in chief of the NP, but for 
years he has been NP leader in the Transvaal. He is 
parliamentary leader. That is a post I crested for him. He 
is also chairman of ihe Council of Missters in the House 
of Assembly. | also appceinted him to that post. Why? I 
did it because | have confidence in him. I get along with 
him. I believe that he, with other cabinet colleagues, will 
work with me, in a spirit of good will and faith, to solve 


the problems facing us. 


[Pretorius] But it seems that 90 percent of the caucus 
feels that thz NP leader in chief should not be separated 
from the presidency, and that there could be problems 
ahead. 
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[Botha] Then it is a constitutiona! problem which has to 
be resolved. I have said in parliament that I believed the 
state presidency, which is a combination of the functions 
of the erstwhile prime minister and executive prime 
minister, is too much for one person; and I have tried to 
lighten this workload. I still believe this. Parliament 
appoints the state president after an election. The term 
of the present parliament expires early next year. The 
state president’s term of office is linked to that of 
parliament, because the new parliament would have to 
appoint a new state president. The result is that this is a 
constitutional matter. I have never taken the view that 
only the NP or any other political party would appoint 
the head of state. We have a new dispensation embodied 
in Our constitution which was approved by two-thirds of 
the white voters. Thereafter, it was accepted by race 
groups, and there were repeated decisions to put this 
constitution into practice. When I was sworn in as state 
president, I took an oath to uphold and maintain the 
constitution. I am still doing so. I do not cling to one 
post. When it became necessary to relinquish the Cape 
leadership of the NP, a post which I held for years, I did 
so. I did it because of poor health. I do not cling to posts, 
but if these posts must be filled —that is my standpoint. 
If the presidency must be preserved, then it must be done 
in an orderly way, in accordance with the constitution, 
and at the right time. 


There is the delimitation of constituencies which must 
be attended to by government. There I will have to be 
advised by my colleagues, who must accept responsibil- 
ity. That will be determined as the basis for the new 
parliament, whose term ends next year. A little time, a 
little patience, a little control, and we will find solutions 
to these problems 


[Pretorius] I would like to come back to the possibility of 
an election. Can I accept that you are going to serve the 
rest of your term of office until the end of the present 
session of parliament? 


[Botha] That has always been my intention. If parlia- 
ment elects to appoint a state president, then I hope the 
day will dawn when I am able to do what the constitu- 
tioon prescribes—namely, that the state president is the 
protector of the great seal of state authority—and I hope 
that I will have the honor of formally handing over the 
great seal to a chosen successor, who will have pledged to 
uphold the constitution. 


[Pretorius] If parliament wants you, will you be avail- 
able? 


[Botha] I will have to decide on that. It is not a matter to 
be decided now. I do not believe in usurping the Lord’s 
work ahead of time. 


[Pretorius] Let us talk about certain media reports. It is 
said the caucus wants Mr de Klerk to take over from you. 
There are reports, even from abroad, which say Mr de 
Klerk should take over from you. What is your reaction? 
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[Botha] I do not live in conflict with Mr de Klerk, for 
that would be a terrible charge against us both if the story 
is believed that we are in conflict with each other. He is 
a senior minister in my cabinet. I say again: He is leader 
of the House of Assembly. He is also leader of the NP. 
He is an important provincial leader. Why should I live 
in Oppsition to him? Why can I not live in harmony 
with him? My approach is to move forward in unity with 
my cabinet colleagues and to employ all possible means 
to maintain stability in South Africa. 


[Pretorius] After your illness, there were talks with Mr de 
Klerk and Mr Heunis. Thereafter, a new optimism was 
evident, a new momentum was given to the reform 
process. Why is this so-called optimism dead? 


[Botha] I think there is a general feeling in important 
circles that we must show progress with the principle of 
reform and the developmert of South Africa in various 
spheres. That is the right note to strike. I said this when i 
addressed the Swiss-South African association in Zurich 
last year. My speech is there for all to read. Second, during 
an important parliamentary event last year I proposed that 
reform should be promoted in various spheres. Legisla- 
tion is being prepared to allow for further progress. Prior to 
the general election held a year or so ago, I proposed that 
an indaba be held between the various leaders and govern- 
ment. I still believe that. I created the idea of reform. My 
entire life bears testimony to the reform I have initiated. I 
am for reform, but not for handing over. I am for reform, 
but not for the undermining of stability and order. I will 
continue on that basis. I will pursue solutions around 
conference tables. 


[Pretorius] You agree with the sentiments expressed by 
both Mr de Klerk and Mr Heunis? 


[Botha] Mr de Klerk has always shared these sentiments. 
He would not have otherwise joined me in attending the 
national congress. He would not have joined me at the 
NP Transvaal congress. Why should we now suddenly 
become enemies? I think he has been done an injustice. 
I think it is an injustice to other NP leaders to attempt to 
dramatize this. It must be obvious to every member of 
the public that there are forces in this country seeking to 
exploit an unfortunate situation, to sow political confu- 
sion. And I am convinced that responsible people both 
inside and outside of parliament will not be part to this. 


[Pretorius] How good are chances that an election will be 
held this year? 


[Botha] One cannot hold an election this year for the 
simple reason that we do not have delimitation. It 
depends on how soon that can be achieved. I think it 
would be wrong to speak of an election now. A budget is 
to be presented and it will take weeks to finalize. 
Parliament will discuss it thoroughly. Government will 
have to formulate opinions on various facets of the 
budget, but there is the question of delimitation which I 
want to address. Then we will discuss the question of 
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dissolving parliament. That lies in the future. If you 
embrace the future, you do so with confidence, with 
faith, and with great responsibility. | am convinced of 
that from letters which I have received, from messages. 
And I am convinced, from knowing the NP caucus, 
knowing our leader, knowing the NP federal council, and 
knowing my colleagues who are leaders and ministers 
that we will behave responsibly. Mr de Klerk himself, 
who was being used by certain media elements, made a 
call for the NP to be given a chance to solve its problems. 
I want to hold talks with the caucus. I am now healthy. I 
want to help them find solutions. I want to hold talks 
with members of the federal council. I want to talk to 
fellow cabinet ministers. I want to talk to leaders of other 
population groups on South Africa’s future. If we do it in 
that spirit, confrontation will not help. All that will help 
us is a sense of greater responsibility and seif-discipline. 


[Pretorius] I would like to come back to the election. In 
other words, at the beginning of next year that is a 
probability. Is that when the election is going to be held? 
What do you say to the speculation which has been going 
the rounds for some time? 


[Botha] There cannot be an election now, because an 
election has to be called by the state president. There 
cannot be an election simply because delimitation has 
not been completed. Second, parliament must be dis- 
solved. There will have to be nominations, various 
bodies need to be constituted; an election cannot be 
conjured up. An election can come sooner or later, but it 
needs careful consideration. 


[Pretorius] What would you say to speculation that 1992 
is a possibility? 


[Botha] If an election is held in 1992, then it means that 
parliament must be extended. I do not think that parlia- 
ment would want to do that. I think South Africans 
would want certainty about that. I have never thought in 
terms of 1992. 


[Pretorius] There are people who say you are old, some- 
one who is clinging to power, and that you are out of 
touch with reality. What is your reaction? 


[Botha] That is just gossip. Why would I cling to power, 
especially when I have already said that the president's 
workload must be lightened? I am faced with problems 
which arise from the way our constitution works, and | 
think South Africa must live with that. I am not looking 
for power for the sake of power. I am advised by the 
economic advisory council, my cabinet colleagues, our 
security services. I am advised by individuals who are 
leaders in their fields. | am open to advice, but I will not 
misuse power and I not pianning to misuse the NP to 
ensure South Africa’s future. 


{Pretorius} In conclusion, what is your message to party 
members out there and also to the viewers? 
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[Botha] My message is that I have no doubt that we 
should create opportunities to talk with one another. | 
believe in a democratic form of government. I believe in 
consultation. I believe opportunities should be created 
for me and party bodies, and also between me and my 
colleagues, to continue with consultations. My message 
to the public is: stay calm. We are living in dangerous 
times. We are living in difficult times. The whole ques- 
tion of southern Africa hangs over us like a great 
question mark. The future of South-West Africa and its 
relationship with South Africa poses a question to our 
future. Great responsibility, discipline, and team work 
are needed more than ever before if we want to let South 
Africa move ahead. 


[Pretorius] To your party members? 


[Botha] My party and colleagues have never abandoned 
me or given me cause to doubt them. With them, I will 
continue to work in the best interests of South Africa. 


[Pretorius] Thank you, president. 


[Botha] Thank you. 


CP, PFP View P.W. Botha’s Talks with Cabinet 
MB0803 155589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1544 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] Cape Town Mar SAPA—The convalescing state 
president, Mr P.W. Botha, was acting unconstitutionally 
and improperly by holding discussions of an official 
nature with cabinet ministers, the Conservative Party 
constitutional expert, Mr Fanie Jacobs, said today. 


Mr Jacobs (CP Losberg), who is a former Potchefstroom 
professor in constitutional law, discussed the constitu- 
tionality of Mr Botha’s actions in recent weeks in his 
party’s mouthpiece, DIE PATRIOT, this week. He said 
if Mr Botha had discussed official matters with minis- 
ters, he would be improperly and unconstitutionally 
meddling with the duties and authority of the acting state 
president, Mr Chris Heunis. 


Expanding on his PATRIOT article, he also told SAPA 
today that: 


—Mr Botha could not hold discussions of an official 
nature with any member of the cabinet; 


—Mr Botha could not discuss party affairs with any 
office bearer of the National Party without undermin- 
ing the authority of the new leader, Mr F.W. de Klerk; 
and 


—Mr Botha was not entitled to use the official presiden- 
tial jet to travel from his home in Wiiderness to Cape 
Town on what must of necessity be private visits. 


“Among all the uncertainty,” he said, “the following is 
clear: 
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“Firstly Mr P.W. Botha is no longer the leader in chief of 
the National Party and he can therefore not fulfill any 
political function for, or on behalf of, the party. 


“Secondly, he is currently not the state president-in- 
office, and he can therefore not exercise any of the 
powers or authority afforded the state president by the 
constitution. Should he do so, it would be unconstitu- 
tional. 


“Thirdly, Mr Chris Heunis is presently the acting state 
president and he alone commands the powers and 
authority given to the state president by the constitu- 
tion.” 


Newpapers had reported that Mr Botha had flown to 
Cape Town and had held talks with certain ministers. “If 
these discussions had involved matters which affect the 
official duties of the state president, Mr Botha undoubt- 
edly acted unconstitutionally,”” Mr Jacobs said. 


“At present he is not the state president-in-office (in 
funksie) and can therefore not consult ministers on 
matters of state. The Person who is empowered to do so 
is Mr Heunis, who has been sworn in as acting state 
president and who has therefore constitutionally taken 
Mr Botha’s place as state president. 


“No decisions can result from discussions which Mr 
Botha held, such as for instance on the date of an 
election. Such authority presently rests solely with Mr 
Heunis. 


“Should Mr Botha conduct official discussions with 
members of the cabinet, he is improperiy and unconsti- 
tutionally interfering with the duties and authority of the 
acting state president.” 


“He can also not conduct political discussions affecting 
the National Party without violating the authority and 
position of the new leader in chief, Mr F.W. de Klerk. 


“Mr Botha’s visits to Cape Town (two consecutive 
Thursdays) can therefore only be to deal with his private 
affairs,” Mr Jacobs said. When he (Mr Botha) used the 
official presidential jet, it was irregular, “except where 
the acting state president may have taken it upon himself 
to loan him the aircraft. It must be borne in mind that 
the right use the presidential jet now rests with the acting 
state president alone, for his exclusive use for official 
travel.” 


Mr Nic Olivier, the Progressive Federal Party’s expert on 
constitutional matters, agreed that should any of the 
discussions Mr Botha held with cabinet members have 
included instructions concerning their official duties, Mr 
Botha would indeed be acting unconstitutionally. 
“However, discussions with members of the cabinet 
have in themselves no constitutional status,” he said. 
The state president was freed to hold as many discus- 
sions as he wished with ministers. 
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“But he cannot carry out any constitutional duties or 
functions while the acting state president, Mr Chris 
Heunies, is there. Mr Heunis is the only person consti- 
tutionally empowered to make decisions and implement 
them.” 


Mr Olivier, who recently gave up his nominated seat in 
the House of Assembly for the new PFP leader, Dr Zach 
de Beer, said the problem was really a political dilemma 
for the National Party to solve. “The problem facing 
them is toe establish who has the final say on behalf of 
and inside the party—the leader in chief or the state 
president.” 


Explosion Natal C.mmand Headquarters 
MB1103053089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 11 Mar 89 


[Text] An explosion shook Natal Command Headquar- 
ters on Svhgurban at about 2230 [2030 GMT] last night. 
Our Durban news staff reports that no one was injured in 
the explosion, but that several people were treated for 
shock. Minor damage was caused. 


Detainees Suspend Hunger Strike on Viok Pledge 
MB0903 195089 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 9¥ Mar 89 


[Text] Thirty-five political detainees held without trial in 
South Africa have suspended a hunger strike after assur- 
ances that they would be charged or released. Their 
lawyers said detainees are now tn hospital being treated 
for the effect of nearly 3 weeks of fasting. The lawyers 
said the detainees gave up their protest yesterday after 
the South African law and order minister pledged that 
they would be tried or released. 


About 70 more detainees remain or hunger strike, and 
the minister has been accused of failing to honor his 
promise. He released only 280 of the | 000 detainees still 
being held. 


Heunis Addresses Free Settlement Board 
MB0703174589 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 7 Mar 89 


[Text] Acting State President Chris Heunis says the state 
is Committed to accommodating or repealing laws which 
create friction and which no longer meet the needs of 
society. Mr Heunis was speaking at the opening of the 
first Free Settlement Board meeting in Cape Town 
today. 


[Begin Heunis recording] If there are no changes politi- 
cally or constitutionally, it leads to conflict. If laws or law 
instruments can no longer meet the needs of society, then 
they must either vanish or be accommodated. If that 
does not happen, then these laws create frustration on 
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the one hand, and a specific inability to be applied on the 
other hand. The meeting here is a result of such an 
accommodation process (after) more than 30 years. 
[end recording] 


UN General Assures Pik Botha on SWAPO 
MBO0903 171389 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] The South African minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, says the officer commanding the UN contin- 
gent in Namibia, Lieutenant Gcneral Pre-Chand, has 
assured him that the UN force is, in fact, responsible for 
monitoring SWAPO bases in the South of Angola. Mr 
Botha said he had been in touch with Gen Chand after a 
report was broadcast earlier that quoted the general as 
saying the UN force was not responsible for monitoring 
SWAPO bases. 


Gen Chand told Mr Botha that the position remained the 
same as it was in the UN secretary general's report on the 
application of Resolution 435 that was handed to the 
Security Council on (723) January. In the report, it was 
stated clearly that in terms of the agreement reached in 
1982, the UN Transitional Assistance Group or 
UNTAG had to monitor SWAPO bases in Angola and 
Zambia. With Resolution 435 providing the backlog, 
UNTAG was to cooperate with the host government in 
Carrying Out this task. 
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Joint Mozambican Security Commission Meets 
MB0803055589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] The fifth meeting of the joint security commission 
between South Africa and Mozambique has been held at 
Skukuza in the Kruger National Park under the joint 
chairmanship of the chief of the South African Army, 
Lieutenant General Kat Liebenberg, and the chief of the 
Mozambican Army, Lieutenant General Tobias Dai. 


Several matters relating to security between the two 
countries were discussed, and particular attention was 
given to the shooting incident at Muzi in northern Natal 
in July of last year and the Mapu Languene-Skukuza 
shooting incident in December. Both parties recommend 
that the procedures of the Nkomat. Accord in matters of 
this kind should be strictly observed. 


The Department of Foreign Affairs said in a statement 
released after the meeting that the commission had made 
constructive recommendations for security for the recom- 
missioning of the Cahora Bassa power lines and the 
protection of the Komatipoort-Maputo corridor. The next 
meeting will take place in Maputo in a month's time. 


UNITA Downs Military Transport Aircraft 
MB1203112389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 12 Mar 89 


[Text] The rebel UNITA movement in Angola says it has 
shot down a military transport aircraft over Moxico 
Province killing all on board. UNITA made the claim in 
a statement distributed in Lisbon. It did not say how 
many people had been aboard the plane. 


* Chances Slimmer for Savimbi To Lead Nation 
34000244 London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 
3 Feb 89 p4 


[Article by Manuel Barros: **Greatest Man’ or Angola's 
Great Dictator?”’} 


[Text] As the Angolan drama unfolds, the focus is 
increasingly on the Unita [National Union for the Tota! 
Independence of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi and what 
role he will play. Will he accept the offer of a villa by the 
beach in Morocco, or will he fight on until Luanda 
concedes to his terms? 


The latter option seems more and more remote, as South 
African help has all but withered away. It may be that 
Savimbi can survive and, without South African aid, 
make his mark on the developing political scene. 


The man has an undoubted genius for matters military 
and there is a real fear within the MPLA [Popuiar 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] government 
that he might yet be able to stage a stunning victory by 
dint of strategy and force of arms. But Savimbi is ageing. 
He has spent almost half his life in the bush, sleeping for 
only three hours a night. His decisions have increasingly 
become erratic and ill-timed. 


One of his worst errors was the removal of Tito 
Chingunji, his foreign secretary, from Washington. Tito 
was the only man in Unita who had authority among 
young Angolan intellectuals both within Unita and 
within the MPLA. His political credentials are impecca- 
ble. As a teen-ager, he spent some time in a juvenile 
detention centre because his anti-colonialist parents had 
been sent to the infamous Portuguese prison of Sao 
Nicolau in the Namib desert. Although he had very little 
formal schooling, Tito Chingunji is also regarded as one 
of Angola's leading intellectuals. 


Always something of a free spirit, he is said to have had 
meetings with MPLA leaders without Savimbi's permis- 
sion, and to have ied a faction that questioned Savimbi's 
authoritarian leadership. Unita representatives abroad 
now maintain that Tito has been appointed deputy 
secretary-general, but he is actually under house arrest, 
and has been tortured. Such is the fate of those seen as a 
threat to Savimbi's leadership. 
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Ovimbundu intellectuals have been constantly sup- 
pressed, and most of the Unita old guard has disap- 
peared. George Sangumba, a former Unita foreign sec- 
retary, is understood to have been executed on Savimbi's 
orders. A similar fate is said to have befallen Valdemar 
Pires Chindondo, the one time chief of staff, and 
Kashaka Vakulukuta, a prominent member of the Kuan- 
hama tribe from southern Angola. Vakulukuta—a 
staunch Marxist—is said to have attempted a putsch 
with his fellow Kuanhamas, but failed. He had fled into 
South Africa, but was eventually captured. Savimbi is 
said to have acted ruthlessly, reportedly ordering the 
execution of any literate Kuanhama in Unita. 


Other prominent Unita members who have abruptly left 
the stage are George Valentin, Samuel Chiwale and Jaka 
Jamba, the elder brother of Sousa Jamba, a London- 
based journalist. Jake Jamba was a member of the 
pre-independence transitional government formed by 
the three Angolan liberation movements, Unita, FNLA 
[National Front for the Liberation of Angola] and 
MPLA. Also now missing is Wilson dos Santos, formerly 
a Unita representative in Lisbon. 


The removal of people of this stature means that there 1s 
no Unita member, apart from Savimbi, who has the 
authority to negotiate with the MPLA—and the MPLA 
will not talk to Savimbi. Cabindan Tony Fernandes, 
although the Unita co-founder, still lacks the following. 
He is also thought to be rather cautious, having had a 
narrow escape at the time Sangumba died. 


Savimbi, in the tradition of African dictators. has also 
indulged in widespread nepotism. The head of his secu- 
rity police 1s a Colonel Silas, a close relative. The deputy 
chief of staff, Arlindo Pena, is his nephew, as is Altino 
Sapalalo, head of logistics. Another nephew is central 
committee member Elias Salupeto, while the Unita 
representative in Paris, Armindo Gato, is married to 
Violeta Pena, Savimbi's niece. Heading the detachment 
in charge of personal security 1s yet another nephew, 
Kamy Pena. Beyond the immediate family come those 
from Savimbi's home at Andulo. Such favouritism has 
alienated other members of the Ovimbundu people, 
adding clan tensions to the already existing tribal, ideo- 
logical and personal animosities. 


Savimbi's reaction has been to become still more author- 
itarian. And as more tales of the nature of his rule begin 
to surface, so his chances of ever becoming Angola's 
president become slimmer. The man once seen by his 
supporters as the ‘greatest man in Africa’ is losing friends 
fast, and becoming a godsend to his enemies. 


Defense Council Approves Draft Decree 
MB0903085 189 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 8 Mar 8&9 


[Text] The defense and security council economic com- 
mission yesterday approved an amended draft decree on 
state sector activity. The decree will focus state efforts 
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and resources On priority action to ensure implementa- 
tion of the policy of alliances and use of the nation's 
potential to improve the living conditions of the Angolan 
people. 


The commission also approved, with amendments, the 
draft decree on small economic activity the draft decree on 
classification of state enterprises, and an action program 
for enterprises. The commission also took note of the list 
of managers proposed by the ministries for enterprises 
selected to apply state enterprise law No. 11/88. 


Mozambique 


Joint Commission Meets in RSA 
MB0803185789 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] The Mozambique-South Africa Joint Security 
Commission met yesterday at Skukuza, in South Africa's 
Transvaal Province. A joint communique issued after 
the meeting said various matters relating to security 
between the two countries were discussed. 


Special attention was given to two incidents. These were: 
a shooting incident last July, at Muzi, in Northern Natal, 
and the Mapulangu-Skukuza incident last December. In 
this last incident, a Mozambican who fled into South 
Afnca from an MNR bandit attack claimed South Afr- 
can Army officers tried to recruit him for the MNR. 


Yesterday, the communique said, both parties had 
apprised themselves of the facts concerning this incident 
and recommended again thai the Nkomati Accord be 
strictly observed in matters of this kind. The communi- 
que said the commission had also made constructive 
recommendations for security for the rehabilitation of 
the Cahora Bassa powerlines and the protection of the 
Komatipoort-Maputo corndor. 


Yesterday's meeting was jointly chaired by Lieutenant 
General Kat Liebenberg, chief of the South African 
Army, 2nd Lieutenant General Tobias Dai, chief of the 
Mozambican Army. The next meeting of the joint secu- 
nity commission will take place in a month's time in 


Maputo. 


Chissano Returns from Frontline Summit 
MB0803 184789 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] A Frontline Summit was held today in Gabo- 
rone, the capital of Botswana. The summit centered on 
two principal issues: The implementation of the Nami- 
bian peace plan from | April, and a discussion of the 
situation in southern Africa in light of the latest devel- 
opments following the New York Accords. 


Mozambican President Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
returned 10 Maputo this evening after atiending the 
summit. [passage omitted] 
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The Mozambican, Zambian, Zimbabwean, Batswana 
and Tanzania heads of state as well as Angola's MPLA- 
Labor Party secretary for foreign affairs met for nearly 4 
hours. There were also bilateral contacts, namely 
between Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano and 
Robert Mugabe, his Zimbabwean counterpart. 


The meeting was also attended by the president of ANC, 
SWAPO and PAC, as well as Hashim Mbita of the OAU 
liberation committee. The Mozambican head of state 
was accompanied by Security Minister Mariano Mat- 
sinhe and State Administration Minister Jose Oscar 
Monteiro. 


Chissano Says ‘Forces Inside’ RSA Support MNR 
MB1103113289 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 11 Mar 89 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano has accused forces 
inside South Africa of continuing to assist armed ban- 
dits. Speaking in an interview in Libreville, Gabon, 
Chissano said that armed bandits are still operating from 
South African territory. 


The Mozambican leader said the question of war in the 
country is complicated because it is a problem created by 
external forces opposed to our independence. President 
Chissano mentioned efforts by the party and state to 
preserve national unity. He said an amnesty law is in 
force to reintegrate into society repentant armed bandits. 


Mozambique's efforts to end the war were also discussed 
by President Chissanc during 2 2-hour meeting with hes 
Gabonese counterpart last night. The Mozambican 
leader assessed the situation in southern Africa, partic- 
ularly in Mozambique. 


On Namibia, Chissano defended free, democratic, and 
fair elections. He praised the role of Omar Bongo, his 
Gabonese counterpart and chairman of the OAU ad hoc 
committee on the Libya-Chad dispute, particularly his 
efforts to solve the Aozou conflict by peaceful means. 


Namibia 


UN Officer Meets Press on Refugee Entry Points 
MB0903 180889 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] The chief administrative officer of the UNTAG 
[United Nations Transitional Assistance Group] force, 
Mr (Abdou Ciss), says the main entry point for refugees 
wanting to return to South-West Africa/Namibia is likely 
to be the Oshakati/Ondangwa area in Ovambo. 


Speaking at a news conference in windhoek, Mr (Ciss) 
said he anticipated airlifts for returning refugees to 
Rundu, Windhoek, Ondangwa, and possibly Katima 
Mulilo. He was not sure how many refugees there were. 
SWAPO claims there are 80,000. 
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Mr (Ciss) added that UNTAG's military component 


in English 1100 GMT 7 Mar 89 


[Text] The territory force in South-West Africa/namibia 
has offered to help the UNTAG [United Nations Tran- 


of South-West Africa's territory force, Major 
Willie Meyer, for talks today in the infrastruc- 
tural and logistical needs of UNTAG. Suiderhof, the 

of 91 Brigade in Windhoek, has been 
identified as the most likely possibility as headquarters 
for UNTAG’s military component, but the final decision 


Malaysian UN Forces To Arrive 
BK0903042489 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0341 GMT 9 Mar 89 


ext] Kuala Lumpur, March 9 (OANA-BERNAMA)— 
21-strong first batch of the Malaysian Armed Forces 
contingent to the United Nations Transitory Advisory 
Group (UNTAG) to Namibia left for the African state 


The second batch of |5 is expected to leave Monday 
followed by 30 personne! next Thursday. The last batch, 
the largest, will leave Apr! 4 


Australian ag Arrives 
MBO0311141089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1403 GMT 11 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Windhoek March || SAPA—The first of three 
groups of UNTAG [UN Transitional Assistance Group] 
personnel expected to be flown into Namibia by the 
United States airforce arrived this afternoon. 
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Thirty-one Australian engineers and 70 tons of equipment 
were aboard the gaint G-5 Galaxy transporter orginally 
expected in the country yesterday. A senior crew member, 
Lt-Col J.A. Hinchiey, confirmed that technical problems 
caused the delay in Nairobi yesterday. 


The Australians were met at the airport by the most 
senior officer presently in Namibia, Col Richard War- 
ren, and the Australian ambassador to South Africa, Mr 
Alistair McDonald, as well as senior United Nations 


personnel. 


Another group f engincers, also from Australia, is 
expected in Grootfontein tomorrow, while 70-odd Bnit- 
ish signallers are expected at Windhoek airport aboard 
the last of the three U.S. Air Force flights into the 
territory. Scores of media representatives and members 
of the public watched the giant aircraft, claimed to be the 
largest operation aircraft in the west, land at |.1 5pm. 


Unloading would take about three hours, Col Hinchiey 
said, and the aircraft would then return to Nairobi in 
preparation for flight to Travis Air Force Base in Calli- 
fornia, where it is stationed. 


SWAPO's Nujoma on Independence 
AU0803092389 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 7 Mar 89 p 4 


[Interview with SWAPO President Sam Nujoma by 
Brigitte Kols in Bonn: “A Free Namibia Is Also a Better 
Home for Whites”; date not given] 


[Text] FR: You think that the South-West African Peo- 
ple’s Organization [SWAPO] will win a two-thirds 
majority in the elections. You are sure, then, of becom- 
ing Namibia's first presiden.? 


Nujoma: The elections are not for the presidency, but for 
independence. | do not know what our constitution will 
say, whether there will be a president or a prime minis- 
ter, or whatever. But I will be happy to live in a free and 
independent Namib:sa. I am a fishermen and therefore | 
can also fish. | have only made my contribution to my 
country’s freedom. Namibian citizens have the duty to 
do this. 


[Kols}] Do you expect difficulties, security problems, and 
threats during the election campaign and the transitio. 
penod”? 


[Nujoma] Well, I hope that the necessary measures will 
be taken so that the transition period will be smooth in 
order to prevent any disturbances by the “forces of evil.” 
As you know. there has been war in Namibia for the past 
22 years. There have been so-called citizens’ comman- 
dos, the special unit Kovoet (“Crowbar”—the editors), 
the South-West Afinca Territory Force (SWATF), which 
was established by South Africa. and the South African 
Army itself. Of course, these forces do not want to admit 
their defeat and. therefore, they will probably try to 
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disturb the transition penod. This 1s the reason why 
SWAPO requested that the UN peacekeeping forces in 
Namubia not be reduced (as has been decided now—ihe 
editors) but be increased. We wanted to be sure that the 
UN troops physically represent such a big presence that 
they can, first of all, establish a peaceful climate that 1s 
necessary for free and democratic elections. A penod of 
22 years of war, in which many people were killed and 
many others had to suffer, in which hatred and tensions 
between the races were deliberately fanned by the South 
Afncan occupation regime, has created a situation that 


requires a really appropriate presence of UN peacekeep- 
ing forces. 


Whites Called to Arms 
[Kols] Do the ultrarghtists in Namibia pose a threat’ 


[Nuyoma] Yes, certainly. There are ultranghtsi elements 
and they have already attacked. They blew up the 
printing press of the NAMIBIAN. Namubua’s only pro- 
gressive newspaper, and as we have heard, the National 
Party wanted to have elections take place only for whites 
on | March 1989. Kosice Pretori:s, the leader of the 
National Party, was quoted as saying that all whites are 
called upon to take up their arms and to start an armed 
struggle if UN Resolution 435 1s implemented. This 
shows that there 1s a very real danger. These clemenis 
can put up many obstacles and cause real prohiems for 
the UN troops, because «|: ©ot the task of a peacekeep- 
ing force to really engage 1 combat but it has to make 
sure that the fighting be! ween SWAPO fighters and the 
oppressing South African Army does not continue. 


[Kols] And after the electrons’ Can you actually imagine 
peaceful neighborly relations with a country like South 
Afnca’ 


[Nujyoma] Yes, I think so. In an independent Namibia, 
the SWAP() government will be able to maintain law 
and order | think that SWAPO 1s expenenced cnough 
and its members are capable enough to defend Nami- 
bia’s terrmtonal inviolability. 


Not a Coramunist but a Nationalist 


[Kols} The “red flag” that flutters above Windhoek when 
SWAPO rules has often been mentioned—also in our 
press here. How communist will you really be” 


{Nuyoma] How communist? | am not a communist, | am 
a Namibian nationalist. And it 1s certain that the 
SWAPO flag is not red as such. But nt will Mutter— 
whether one likes it or not. It 1s a reality: This 1s the flag 
under which many of our commanders and fighters have 
sacrificed their lives. And it will be there 


[Kols}] It 1s also said that you are a very pragmatic 
politician. Your program speaks of a mixed economy 
(partly state-owned, partly private), Will Namibia ect 
this kind of economic system” 
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{[Nujoma] Yes, for a country like Namubia that has just 
escaped from colonial patronage and merciless exploita- 
thon, a mixed economy 1s the answer to its problems—in 
the same way as joint ventures with large international 
companies. In a future independent Namibia, SWAPO 
will encourage the private sector, but also the public 
sector. Thus, the state has to guarantee, for instance, that 
there are means of transportation for the people. We 
have to prevent people from being exploited. 


[Kols} Will your system be democratic? Will there be 
more than one party in parliament” 


[Nuyoma] Yes, | think so, the elections in line with UN 
Resolution 435 will be based on a multiparty system, and 
if the Namibian people decide to continue the multsparty 
system. this 1s their decision and it has to be respected, 
because it 1s the democratic wish of the people. 


[Kols} Can you imagine negotiations with another party. 
on a coalition for instance” 


[Nujoma] Well, if there are other parties and they have 
won some seats, why should we not negotiate? This ts 
political practice. It 1s always necessary to make sure that 
one party wis over another. However, a coalition gov- 
ernment can be formed if SWAPO does not win the 


necessary majority. 


[Kols} You warned Bonn against a “neocolomal atti- 
tude™ and “interference.” Why” 


jp suyoma, SWAPO os a bikvainn movdmni that has 
matured in the struggle and 11 protects the interests of the 
people in Namibia. Therefore, nobody will be easily able 
to demonstrate a directly or indirectly neocolomial atti- 
tude toward Namitha. We will protect our freedom and 
independence to which we have sacrificed so many 
years. However. we will establish diplomatic relations 
with other countries, including the FRG. Afier the 
people have suffered so much. we will, however, take 


special care that any cooperation 1s based on equality, 
mutual respect. and understanding for the benefit of all. 


[Kols} Were the talks with Foreign Minister Genscher 
successful in this respect” 


[Nujyoma] Yes. they were very useful and fruitful. We 
were able to explain to the foreign minister that the 
situation in Namibia deserves greater attention on the 
part of the LUN member states—regarding the maneuvers 
undertaken by South Afmca to prevent the UN troops 
from implementing Resolution 435. 


Cattle and Fish for Namibia 
[Kols}] Can one actually speak of independence in Nami- 


bia’s case, since the economic dependence on South 
Africa 1s so great” 


number of things that can be produced in Namibia, for 
instance in agriculture and the field of foodstuffs. The 
South Afncan Government was very clever and discour- 
aged production in Namibia in order to sell its own 
goods. However, as soon as we are free this will cease. 
We will start a crash program for agricultural develop- 
ment in order to be able to feed our people. 


It 1s very unhealthy to be economically dependent on 
another country. One cannot speak of political freedom 
as long as one 1s economically dependent. 


Reom Enough for Everyone 


[Kolis}] What kind of future do you promise to the white 
munority in Namibia, in particular to the about 25,000 
ethnic-German Namibians” 


[Nujyoma] We Namuibians have suffered. We are the ones 
who have had to bury the largest number of victims of 
colonialism. However, we will never take revenge or try to 
introduce a system of discrimination that 1s based on the 
color of one’s skin. We as SWAPO estimate the value of a 
human being according to what he or she has contributed 
to progress and the development of the society in which he 
or she lives. Therefore, a free and independent Namibia 
offers the hand of fnendship to everyone and welcomes 
everyone, all Namibians and even those who are not 
Namubians and want to live in our country when it 1s free. 
I think there is room for all of us. 


[Kols}] Thus, most whites will stay when SWAPO takes 
over the government” 


[Nujoma] Yes, | thi: yecause a SWAPO government 
will certainly enc: ‘m to stay. I think that they 
will also find out |! Namibia is a better home for 
them to live in. 
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Reunion 


* MIR Member on Movement 
34190104a Port Lowis LE MAURITIEN in French 
9 Jan 89 p 4 


[Interview with Serge Sinamaile of the Reunion Indepen- 
dence Movement [MIR], by Jean-Clement Cangy- 
“Reunion Will Soon Be a Caledonia”; date and place not 
given—first paragraph is LE MAURITIEN introduction} 


[Text] Several years ago the debate on independence for 
Reunion was a lively one in leftist circles, and spearhead- 
ing the drive of the Reunsonese people for seif-<determi- 
nation was the Movement for the Liberation of Reunion. 


{LE MAURITIEN] What remains today of the fight for 
Reunion’s independence” 


[Sinamale] More and more people today are beginning to 
realize that they are first of all Reunionese and that 
Reunion is a country occupied by a foreign power. The 
French are everywhere, they have aii the key governmen- 
tal positions, the land, the small businesses. Soon 
Reunion will be like Caledonia. 


Imperialism is going to turn the ethnic ratio upside 
down, and there will be more immigrants here than 
natives. The people who are brought 'n are in the service 
of French imperialism and will never challenge French 
ownership of Reunion. 


The people are becoming increasingly aware that a popu- 
iaison ivansfcr » under way. There 1s aiso a migration of 
Reumionese young people to France, where they disappear 
into the French population without hope of returning to 
their native land. Independence is an issue that cannot be 
passed over in silence. Quite obviously it frightens a large 
part of the population (the wealthy and those on the 
welfare rolls). For the others. independence 1s a histoncal 
inevitability. Reunion cannot remain French forever. A 
people will always find their way to freedom. 


The fight for independence is certainly a difficult one, 
but it continues. The resistance has many supporters, 
despite the repression. 

ee ne eee 
the mainstream of political opinion on Reunion” 


[Sinamale] The MIR is a movement, not a party. A party 
1S an institution, while a movement cannot be judged on 
the basis of numbers. A movement is a vehicle for an 
idea. It 1s not quantifiable. Independence is a noble and 
generous idea, and it cannot be destroyed. 


The idea of freedom, emancipation, and dignity cannot 
die. All of the existing parties accept the framework o/ 
imperialism. These parties make use of the substanival 
resources impenalism puts at their disposal: the media, 
the municipal institutions, etc. 


[Sinamaie}] We are of one mind with the Kanak people. 
We have worked hard to gain an understanding of the 


who in the last century have assassinated 100,000 


[Text] Mbabane March |2 SAPA—Six senior Swazi 
prison warders and three other civilians have been 
arrested and placed under the emergency law called “60 
days” detention. 


rounded up from houses on Saturday by the police 
before being served with the 60 days detention order 
Said to have been signed by the prime minister, Mr 
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The arrest is said to be connected with the escape from 
prison of Armando Moses Lekule which was said to be 
politically motivated. Lekule 1s said to have implicated 
some semor prison officials said to have involved them- 
scives in the plot to escape. 


Police investigations established that Lekule was to go to 
Mozambique and call mercenarys to come and assassi- 
nate the head of government, Mr Sotsha Diamini. 


Police Commussioner Mr Sandile, Commissioner of Pris- 
ons Mr Edgar Hilary, Chief Sonjani and other senior 
to have been the master mind of the plot. The nine have 
not yet been charged. 


Zimbabwe 


Editorial Urges Mobilization Against RSA 
MBOS03075589 Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL 
im English 12 Feb 89 p 3 


{Editonal: “South Africa's Postures™) 


imsight into the true nature of the South African racist 
and belligerent state. 


In one instance Pretora’s Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Mr Pik Botha wrote a letter to the Canadian Secretary 
for External Affairs, Mr Joe Clark, on the eve of the 
Harare meeting of the Commonwealth Committee of 
Foreign Ministers on Southern Africa, expressing Preto- 
ria’s “peaceful designs” in the region. 


The letter urged Mr Clark, to “use your position and 
influence during the meeting in Harare to promote a 
climate conducive to peace and stability in Southern 
Africa”, and assured the Canadian representative that he 
could “count on South Africa's support in this regard.” 


Yet before the week was over the South African racist 
people of this region are more familiar. Pretona’s Dep- 
uty Minister of Defence, Wynand Breytenbach. warned 
that his government would take “the necessary steps” 
should Zimbabwe acquire advanced warplanes. 


Mr Breytenbach said that the only reason why Zimbea- 
bwe could wish to obtain advanced jet fighters or MiGs 
was because Harare wanted “to do something about the 
situation in South Afnca™. 

The truth of the matter 1s that the only people who will 
do and are doing something about the situation in South 
Afnca are the oppressed but struggling masses of South 
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Africa themselves. Yet the threat does reveal the fact that 
quite apart from its traditional arrogance, the apartheid 
regime 1s somewhat jittery and increasingly uncertain 
about its future. 


Before Cuito Cuanavale in Angola the racist regime con- 
sidered itself invincible. It committed acts of aggression al 
will and with impunity, while all the Afmcan governments 
could do im many cases was to denounce these acis of 
came to believe this represented a perpetual state of affairs 
giving them a sense of supenonty which literally whetied 
their appetite for aggression. 


But Pretona cann afford this complacency any longer 
because, at Cuito Cuanavale, the South Afnican troops 
for the first time in the region faced a near disaster, the 
psychological shock of which the racist authorities have 
not recovered from, although they are desperately trying 
to put on a brave face. Why did South Afinca suffer this 


humiliating defeat? 


First of all it arose from the regime's self-induced but 
misleading contempt for Afmcans at home and lack of 
respect of the sovereignty of the independent Afncan 
states of the region. 
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Zimbabwe 1s a sovereign state in which all its citizens 
irrespective of colour, race or creed have the nght to vote 
and to be elected to Parliament. The country 1s opposed 
to racism and strictly abides by international laws which 
prohibit interference in the internal affairs of other 
independent and sovereign States. 


But South Africa is a racist state which believes in the 
scentifically absurd and histoncally doomed concept of 
racial supenority which the United Nations General 
Assembly has correctly identified as a crime against 
humanity. In defence of this system the apartheid regime 
1s fightung undeclared wars of destabilisation all over 
Southern Africa. 


It 1s consequently the sacred duty of the African inde- 
pendent states of this region to mobilise all their 
resources both human and matenal to defend themselves 
against a treacherous and unrepentant racisi government 
which 1s seeking to subjugate the whole region. as 1 has 
for decades oppressed and dehumanised the overwheim- 
ing majority of the people of South Afnca. 


It should be inevitable and in line with the tide of history 
that Zimbabwe. together with the rest of the Frontline 
States. should eventually be capable of defending their 
territonal integrity which stand for human values far 
much higher than the racist and neo-Nazi aberrations of 


the apartheid regime. 
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separate the state's budget from that of the sole party. 
and the Marxist big shots in the People’s Revolution 
Party of Benin will find it hard to approve this. 


Kerekee Presides Over Party Organs Meeting 
AB1003215789 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] A joint session of our country’s ruling organs. 
the party's Central Committee. the Revolutionary 
National Assembly's Permanent Committee. and the 
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National Executive Council, began this morning in Coto- 


finances are two issues which have been drawing the 
attention of Beninese. It should no longer sound euphe- 
mistic to speak of our poor financial situation and hence 

not leave 


mittee and the National Executive Council, on the 
opening of the joint session of the Central Committee 
and the National Executive Council, examined on ® 
April 1982 at the Presidential Palace, the results of the 
deliberations by the [word indistinct] special commus- 
sion. At this session we decided to clearly explain the 
mission of leading organs based on the following facts: 


1. Clearly define the guidelines that would enable a 
sound, democractic, and profitable management of 
[words indistinct} with the aim of achieving a) the 
respect of public property and the actual restoration of 
moral values attached to public service in our society, b) 
a marked increase in state revenues. c) substantial saving 


. and 
with countnes in the sub-reguon. [passage omitted] 


Austerity Measures Announced 
AB1303112789 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 12 Mar 8&9 


[Excerpts] A |-day mayor meeting of the Revolutionary 
National Assembly [ANR] Permanent Committee ended 
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In our search for the mght solutions to tighten control on 
expenditure and adjust it so as not to exceed the total 
financial assistance pledged by the IMF and the World 
Bank, it became necessary for our country to resort to 
new austerity measures. These aim at cutting down 
government expenditure and creating a favorabie envi- 
ronment for the revival of national economic activities. 
To that effect, the following measures have been taken: 


1. Reduction in expenditure: 


IMF ‘Deal’ Struck 
1] Mar 89 


‘3 
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After two weeks of strikes in January, the government 
paid part of the backlog but gave priority to the military 
and warned that trouble-makers would be shot on sight. 


In another move reported late Friday, the managing 
director of the Banque Beninoise De Development 
(BBD) and several staff were arrested on charges of 
embe, -lement and the illegal transfer of funds, following 
investigations by four French finance counsultants. 


Beninese sources indicated that Brig -Gen. Kerekou’s 
conclave, which started Friday, was a heated affair, 
particularly in view of IMF demands that the state 
budget be disassociated from that of the single ruling 
People’s Revolutionary Party (PRPB). But delegates 
finally approved an economic and financial! policy doc- 
ument for 1989-91, as well as investment proposals, 
which meant that lengthy negotiations with the IMF 
could end in agreement after this month's budget session 
in the National Assembly. 


The conclave came in the wake of reports of continued 
unrest and killings over wage claims and the student 
demonstrations. Informed sources last Saturday said a 
college student had died in detentior at a military camp 
near Benin’s administrative capital, Porto Novo. They 
did not identify the student, but said the victim was one 
of 80 people, including teachers, who had been detained 
after the strikes in January. Reports of the death led to a 
class boycott by high school pupils the next day, they 
added. 


* Cuban Envey Discusses Relations 
341901!2b Cotonou EHUZU in French 2 Feb 89 p 12 


[Article by L. P. Ghaguidi: “Fifteen Years of Fruitful 
Cooperation Between Cuba and Benin™] 


[Text] Fifteen years ago diplomatic relations were estab- 
lished between our country, the People’s Republic of 
Benin, and the Republic of Cuba, two countries in the 
Nonaligned Movement. 


To be precise, it was on | February 1974 that the two 
States upgraded relations to the ambassadorial level, and 
ever since their “South-South” cooperation has found 
expression in concrete benefits for both sides. 


It was by way of a prelude to this anniversary, which is 
being celebrated in various ways today in Cotonou and 
Havana, that last Friday at his residence the Cuban 
ambassador to Benin, His Excellency Jose Felipe Soarez 
Gomez, gave a press conference attended by Comrade 
Francis Loko, director of the American Department in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. 


Emphasizing the cooperation that exists between our 
countnes, united as they are by historical and cultural 
ties, the ambassador told the press that 22 Cubans are 
working right now in Benin in the fields of health. 
education, and sports. 
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According to the Cuban diplomat, all the past agree- 
ments made between the two countries are still in effect, 
and the record of achievement is very satisfactory. 


This fact could clearly be seen last March at the meeting 
of the Joint Benin-Cuba High Commission in Havana, 
which was attended by Guy-Landry Hazoume, Benin’s 
minister of foreign affairs. 


A trade agreement between the two countries to permit 
certain Cuban enterprises to locate in Benin 1s reportedly 
being readied for signature. The Cuban diplomat also 
said that in addition to the Cuban music and 

ming heard on the radio, he would bring other Cuban 
groups in addition to the Aragon Orchestra. 


In the area of training, he noted that 200 Beninese have 
received training in the Republic of Cuba and ! 11! others 
are in training now. 


The Beninese musical tradition is very well known in 
Cuba, end the ambassador announced the upcoming 
opening in Santiago de Cuba of an African gallery where 
Beninese art will be exhibited. 

After a brief survey of other world probiems in which his 
country is involved, including those in the USSR, 
Angola, Namibia, and the Third World, he concluded by 
wishing great success to all those countries struggling for 
peace and progress. 


EEC Aid Grants Announced 
ABI 103122289 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Summary] The commission of the European Economic 
Community has granted Benin an !1.6-villion CFA 
francs package for rural development projects that is to 
be implemented in Mono Province. 


‘Nonreimbursable’ Loan 
AB1 203071289 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT I! Mar 89 


[Summary] The EEC has granted our country a nonreim- 
bursable loan of 3.85 billion CFA francs for the impor- 
tation of petroleum products. This loan is in apprecia- 
tion of our structural adjustment program. The products 
will be imported by the National Company for the 
Commercialization of Petroleum Products. 


Ghana 
on ‘New Beginning’ in U.S. Relations 


AB1 103123289 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Kwesi Teich commentary: “Dedication of C iana’s New 
Embassy Building a Washington, DC] 


[Text] The opening of the new embassy building does not 
usually make the headlines, perhaps because it 1s normal in 
diplomatic practice for a country’s representation to move 
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from one premise to another. But when a high-ranking 
member of the government of the accreditated state 
appears at the opening ceremony, then the occasion ceases 
to be merely ceremonial. This appears to have been the 
case when the PNDC [Provisional National Defense 
Council] member responsible for foreign affairs and 
nationai security, Captain Kojo Tsikata, cut the nbbon ou 
Monday, March 6th, to declare open the new chancery 
building of the Ghana Embassy in Washington, DC. 


The function provided a unique opportunity for a sober 
reflection on the state of biiateral relations between the 
United States and Ghana. No one pretends to forget so 
soon the acrimony and suspicion that chevacterized 
relations between Washington and Accra, especially at 
the onset of the December 3ist process. The spy scandal 
and the “Nobistor™ affair are only two of the events that 
illustrate the difficult times Ghana-U_S. relations passed 
through in the early eighties. 


But time changes, and so do diplomatic relations 
between nations. As the adage goes, in diplomacy, there 
are no permanent frends nor permanent enemies, there 
are only permanent interests. The moves in both Wash- 
ington and Accra seem to favor a fresh start in bilateral 
relations and the opening of the new chancery building 
may well become the occasion which heralds new era. 
The full import of last Monday's ceremony may however 
be better appreciated when it is placed in a wider 
international context. Comtemporary international rela- 
tions are being increasingly marked by a strong determi- 
nation on the part of states—both big and small—to play 
down the things that divide them and give prominence 
to factors which increase their peaceful interaction. 


Several African countries are currently engaged in the 
implementation of painful structural adjustment pro- 
grams and what they need most is not any high-sounding 
philosophies, but concrete and timely assistance in the 
form of capital and technology transfers. The United 
States has both, and if it will begin to place more 
premium on those who attempt to creatively confront 
the challenges posed by nature and history over those 
avowed aim is simply to taste power at the very [word 
indistinct] then her interests would increasingly coincide 
with those of many African states. 

it SS ee es ee 
fruitful and mutucily beneficial relations between the 
United States and African states, as indeed between two 
States, it 1s essential that both sides demonstrate a strong 
adherence to the principles of peaceful coeristence, 
respect for national sovereignty, and noninterfers:x:ce in 
each other's internal affairs. With the new administra- 
tion in Washington, the time could not have been more 
ripe for a new beginning in U_.S.-African relations. 


Rawlings Interview With News Agency 
ABOS03 145389 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 5 Mar 8&9 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Licutenant 
Rawlings, has said that the decision on whether regional 
or national assemblies should be established in the 
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country will have to be made by the district assemblies. 
In an interview with the GHANA NEWS AGENCY, 
GNA, on the eve of the 32d anniversary of Ghana’s 
independence, Chairman Rawlings said it is not for a 
handful of people in Accra to say when and how regional 
and national assemblies should be established. He said 
the district assemblies should be able to formulate guide- 
lines for the subsequent stages of government based on 
their experiences once they have grasped the basic issues 
at the district level. 


Chairman Rawlings said the ultimate task of the PNDC 
is to make itself redundant, but not by decreeing artifi- 
cially conceived or borrowed forms of government. He 
said any new form of government must be encouraged to 
grow from the grassroots while the present government 
acts as a Catalyst by trusting the good sense of the people 
to arrive at an appropriate system. 


Jn the national economy and the individual income, 
Chairman Rawlings had no doubt that the outlook for 
the future is good. However, the extent of what the future 
holds depends on how fair and stable the prices of 
Ghana’s products fetch on the world market and on real 
domestic productivity and not just increased total pro- 
duction at all levels. [sentence as heard] Flight Lt Raw- 
lings said usually urban workers call for better salaries 
and allowances as a precondition for raising productiv- 
ity, instead of increasing productivity which in turn 
would create the resources to improve their conditions. 
He admitted that wage earners find it difficult to make 
ends meet, but the government has tried persistently to 
ensure that wages are not eroded by inflation. 


Chairman Rawlings noted that last year Ghana lost 
about $100 million on cocoa exports through fluctua- 
tions on the world market and she could lose twice that 
amount this year if the present trends continue. At the 
same .ime, Ghana paid higher prices for many of her 
essential imports. The leader of the revolution said, as an 
individual nation, there is little Ghana could do except 
to diversify her risks because huge potential earnings 
could be wiped out overnight by a change in interna- 
tional commodity prices. 


Flight Lt Rawlings said disadvantaged countries are 
trying collectively to compel the major economic powers 
to redress the situation. But the process is too late and 
too slow. This situation, together with domestic weak- 
nesses, is preventing the revolution from progressing 
quicker than envisaged. 


Asked if political dissidents who tried to derail the 
revolution have been defeated, Chairman Rawlings 
replied by no means, adding that although they have 
been checked, confused, and divided, their love for 
power and privileges persists. 


On government-student relations strained since 1983 
over finance and politics, Chairman Rawlings said the 
anxiety of most students appears to have been put at rest 
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by the implementation of the new tertiary education 
scheme. He said the major concern of most tertiary 
students has been understandably their own welfare. 
They recognized that university education is taking a 
disproportionate amount of the education budget, but 
are anxious about the nature of the measures to redress 
the issue. Chairman Rawlings criticized some student 
leaders who allow themselves to be used as political tools 
by destructive forces playing upon the natural tendency 
of youth to kick against the authority simply because it is 
the authority. 


Answering a question on the press, Chairman Rawlings 
said the public-owned media have improved substantially 
but there are too few journalists with the imagination 
needed for fresh and interesting presentations and the 
confidence to tackle controversial issues in a balanced 
manner. He attacked the private press saying it is generally 
mediocre and disappointing, dissipating scarce resources 
on sensationalism, lotto forecasts, feeble jokes, and semi- 
pornography. Chairman Rawlings said some publishers 
have become political agitators for ambitious local person- 
alities, foreign business firms, and diplomatic missions, 
and have peddled morality and the ethics of journalism of 
vanity and ostentation. He then declared: I would really 
like to see an independent paper of real substance with 
in-depth analyses of issues and events. 


Rawlings Speaks at Independence Day Parade 
AB0603 145889 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 6 Mar 89 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings, has urged Ghanaians to use the Independence 
Day anniversary to examine and reform their mental 
attitude towards the state and their fellow citizens. He 
was speaking at a parade of school children, the Trades 
Union Congress, revolutionary organs, and voluntary 
Organizations to mark the 32d independence anniversary 
at the Accra Sport Stadium today. Chairman Rawlings 
said no matter what crime Ghanaians commit against 
themselves or the state, they imust not be accused of 
being unpatriotic and unnatioualistic. The leader of the 
revolution observed that countries which won their 
independence after Ghana have achieved a lot more and 
continue to make progress. Flight Lt Rawlings said 
Ghanaians may soon have to stop the condemnation of 
the colonial master because some seemingly responsible 
Ghanaians put in positions of trust have been so quick to 
sell the country to foreign agencies and governments for 
a mere pittance. 


Chairman Rawlings noted that Ghana inherited colonial 
structures which restricted participation in decision 
making. There was also no sustained program but rather 
a situation where each successive government disman- 
tled or abandoned the programs of the previous govern- 
ment and initiated a new direction. While this was 
happening, the majority of the people who had provided 
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the necessary support in the struggle were relegated to 
the background as if they did not matter, even though 
sweat and toil provided the money which went to under- 
write development bills. 


The leader of the revolution said it is significant that as 
the nation last Tuesday observed 28 February Christian- 
borg Crossroad shooting incident, voters in Zone III 
went to the polls to elect their assemblymen and women. 
Chairman Rawlings said the skeptics who doubted the 
sincerity of the PNDC and the cynics who wondered 
whether the district level elections could work have been 
confounded by the enthusiastic response of the people. 
The district level elections, Chairman Rawlings said, 
complete the major initial phase of the concretization of 
basic democratic and government structure, one which 
will ensure that the greatest possible number of Ghana- 
ians share the responsibilities, the burdens, and the 
satisfactions of creating improved conditions of living 
for themselves and future generations. 


Chairman Rawlings said the task confronting the nation 
is a difficult one. Ghanaians must, however, bear their 
part and strive to maintain and build on the foundations 
that were laid by past patriots and nationalists. Flight Lt 
Rawlings said the central government has done a lot and 
will continue to do more to bring the nation’s infrastruc- 
ture up to acceptable standards. In this regard, greater 
efforts wil have to be made by the district assemblies to 
create a better future for people and their districts. 


Rumors of Committees’ Replacement Denied 
AB1203220089 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 12 Mar 89 


[Text] The district secretary for Tamale, Ishmael Iddrisu 
Adams, has denied rumors that with the establishment of 
district assemblies, CDR’S [committees for the defense 
of the revolution] will be scrapped. Addressing a political 
education rally at Tamale, he stressed that CDR’s will 
continue to be the bedrock of the revolution and will 
play a crucial role in the political, social, and economic 
transformation process going on. Mr Adams observed 
that the notion has led to friction between CDR's and 
assembly members in the district. 


The deputy northern regional secretary, Mr Wumbei 
Zakary, advised assembly members to work within the 
Local Government Law. They should also addressed 
themselves to the basic needs of the people in their 
deliberations. He appealed to them to draw up programs 
that will help improve the living conditions of their 
people. He expressed concern about the high rate of 
illiteracy and asked them to make this their priority 
problem. The assemblyman for Nyahini South, Mr 
Alhassan Abdullai Chongna, assured the people that all 
efforts will be made to mobilize both human and mate- 
rial resources for the development of the area. He 
appealed for unity and cooperation among the people. 
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Rawlings Receives Libyan Envoy 
AB0803 173289 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 8 Mar 89 


[Text] Today, the chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lie: - 
tenant Rawlings, granted audience to a special envoy of 
the Libyan leader, Brother al-Qadhdhafi, at the Castle, 
Osu. The envoy, Mr (Sayid Hafiana), was accompanied 
to the Castle by the secretary of the Libyan People’s 
Bureau in Accra, Mr Abdallah Jubran. Present was the 
deputy secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Mohamed ibn 
Chambas. 


Briefing newsmen later, Dr Chambas said Mr (Hafiana) 
briefed Chairman Rawlings on the deliberations and the 
outcome of the OAU Liberation Committee session in 
Tripoli last month. The focus of the meeting was on UN 
Resolution 435 on Namibia’s independence. Mr 
(Hafiana), according to Dr Chambas, told Chairman 
Rawlings that Libya pledged at the meeting to cooperate 
with other members of the OAU Liberation Committee 
to support Namibians in their struggle for independence. 


Chairman Rawlings for his part, expressed satisfaction 
that Africa has decided to take a unified stand in support 
of SWAPO and the people of Namibia. The leader of the 
revolution, according to Dr Chambas, pledged Ghana’s 
continued support for the OAU Liberation Committee 
and thanked Libya for hosting the committee’s recent 
meeting. Chairman Rawlings informed Mr (Hafiana) 
that Ghana is ready to honor the request by the United 
Nations to provide police and civilian support to help in 
monitoring the transition period in Namibia. 


Returns From Libyan Celebration 
AB1103070889 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT JO Mar 89 


[Text] Ghana's delegation to the 12th [as heard] anniver- 
sary celebration of the Libyan Revolution has returned 
home. The delegation, which was in Libya for a week, was 
led by the secretary for CDR’s [Committee for the Defense 
of the Revolution], Mr W.H. Yeboah. While there, he 
addressed the General People’s Congress and briefed del- 
egates on Ghana’s democratization initiatives. Mr Yeboah 
explained the purpose of the grassroots assemblies and 
stressed the need for Libyans to sustain the momentum of 
the Jamahiriyah. The delegation observed the fundamen- 
tal changes taking place in the economy and democratic 
process in the Libyan society under the leadership of 
Brother Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi. 


Military Official Warns of ‘Negative Att’ tudes’ 
AB1103161489 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 11 Mar 89 


[Text] The PNDC [Provisional National Defet.se Coun- 
cil] member and general officer commanding the Ghana 
Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Arnold Quainoo, 
today urged officers and men of the Armed Forces to 
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rededicate themselves to the task of national reconstruc- 
tion. He was addressing troops at El Wak Stadium in 
Accra at the end of their first quarterly route march this 
year, code-named Operation Forge Ahead. 


Gen Quainoo reminded the forces of the pledge they 
made 10 years ago to eradicate completely all negative 
attitudes which have retarded the nation’s progress. He 
said though so much has been achieved, a lot more 
remains to be accomplished. There is therefore the need 
for the troops to work harder to ensure that they stood 
equal to the task ahead. The PNDC member said their 
actions should be guided by the three principles of 
fortitude, discipline, and patriotism. He said as they 
strive hard to ensure peace in the country as a 

condition for nation building, they should be mindful of 
the fact that it can only be achieved at a price, and that 
price is continued vigilance and the development of 
Ghana Armed Forces as a strong force. Gen Quainoo 
poinied out that their strengih wiii noi depend on the 
acquisition of the latest weapons of destruction (?or of 
new) technology, but on their character or attitude. He 
warned the forces to be cautious of the enemies of the 
revolution who seek to gain from division within their 
ranks. (?Sixteen contigents) from various units, includ- 
ing the Air Force, Navy, Field Engineers (?Recky), 
Support Service, and the Sth Battalion took part in the 
route march. Present were the Air Force commander, Air 
Vice Marshal Harry Dumashie, and the Navy com- 
mander, Rear Admiral Ohene-K wapong. 


Bank Governor On Inflation, Bank Abuse 
AB1003220489 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Text] The governor of the Bank of Ghana, Dr G.K. 
Agama, has said the persistent high rate of inflation still 
porcs a great threat to the ERP [Economic Recovery 
Program] because it undermines exchange and interest 
rate policies. This impedes the growth of savings and 
investment, which is turn affects wages, employment, 
and productivity. In a statement giving further reasons 
for the suspension of six banks from the foreign exchange 
auction 2 weeks ago, Dr Agama said the primary goal of 
government policy has been to hold inflation at tolerable 
leveis, and the main instrument to achieve this is the 
effective control over bank credits, since one source of 
inflation is the credit operations of the banks. 


The governor pointed out that in disqualifying the 
affected banks, the Bank of Ghana took into consider- 
ation evidence suggesting that they were seeking to 
circumvent their credit ceilings by submitting inaccurate 
statements of customers’ applications to the auction 
committee. Dr Agama referred to the | 18th auction held 
on the 24th of last month when some of these anomalies 
were detected by the Central Bank examination depart- 
ment. He warned that severe penalties will be applied in 
subsequent misconduct. Dr Agama urged the banks to 
maintain a high level of integrity in their dealings. 
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On the issue of credit, he asked the banks to effect a 
continuous turnover by ensuring an effective loan recov- 
ery. This, he said, will enable them to make resources 
available for new loans and operate co:nfortably within 
their credit ceilings. Dr Agama commended the chief 
justice for establishing a special commercial court which 
will help the speedy resolution of cases involving recal- 
citrant debtors to the banks. Dr Agama said the far- 
reaching measures under the Financial Sector Reform 
Program are intended to ensure the soundness, profit- 
ability, and reliability of the banking system. 


Nigeria 


Committee Set Up To Monitor Transition Program 
AB1103070589 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Text] The Federal Government has set up a national 
committee to monitor the transition program. The com- 
mittee is to be headed by the secretary to the Federal 
Government, Chief (Olu Falaye), while members are 
drawn from the National Electoral Commission, 
MAMSER [Mass Mobilization for Self-Reliance, Social 
Justice, and Economic Recovery], and the security agen- 
cies. This was announced in Lagos today by Chief Olu 
Falaye when members of the reconstituted National Elec- 
toral Commission, NEC, called on him. He explained that 
the appointment of the committee was necessitated by the 
need to coordinate the activities of all agencies involved in 
the transition process. Ti. state commr'tees have aiso 
been set up. In an address, the chairman of NEC, Prof 
Humphrey Nwosu, thanked the secretary to the Federal 
Government for the role which his office played in the 
activities of NEC. The commission, he said, looks forward 
to him to lend a political [words indistinct] NEC and the 
government. 


Government Sued for Detentions Without Trial 
AB1003220689 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 10 Mar 89 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Nearly 400 Nigerian prisoners have taken the 
government to court today. They are being held without 
trial in prisons around Lagos, from where Sola Odunfa 
telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Three hundred and 
sixty-one of the detainees are being represented by 
lawyers of the Nigerian human rights watch group, the 
Civil Liberties Organization, the CLO. The case of the 
36 others is sponsored by a Lagos lawyer, Mr Ajibola 
Arabisals, who says he is doing so out of concern for the 
detainees’ rights. All of them claim that their detention is 
unconstitutional and unlawful. This morning, Mr Arabi- 
sala told a Lagos high court that since publication in the 
press of the action he had taken on behalf of the 36 
detainees, the prison authorities had become very hostile 
to him and denied him access to the detainees. He said 
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that as a result he was unable to open the case today. The 
lawyer pleaded with the court to make an order which 
would compel the prison authorities to allow him access 
to the detainees in prison. The judge told him to formal- 
ize his application, and he adjourned the hearing until 
next Friday. The 36 detainees, according to Mr Arabi- 
sala, have spent between 2 and 6 years in prison without 
being charged with an offense. 


Another Lagos high court yesterday heard the case of 
another group of 51 detainees whose freedom is being 
sought by the Civil Liberties ization. Counsel for 
the government told the court that he had not been able 
to file a government defense for the action because of the 
failure of the police to brief him on the circumstances 
which led to the detainees. He said he had written three 
letters to the police since the case began in December to 
inquire about the offenses committed by the detainees, 
but he had not received any reply. He therefore asked for 
more time to contact the police. Counse! for the detain- 
ees, Mr Olisa objected to further adjourn- 
ment. He said that two of the detainees had died in 
prison since the suit was filed on 6 December, and that 
the case had dragged on for so long because the govern- 
ment’s counsel did not attend court. [end recording} 


Benin Border Talks in Lagos 
AB 1003113089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] Nigeria and the Repubiic of Benin have ended 
their talks in Lagos aimed at finding an amicable solu- 
tion to their common border problems. In a communi- 


dent Okei Kwako has the details. 


[Kwako] Experts from the two countries are to meet at 
Cotonou from 17 to 18 this month to discuss in detail 
logistics and (?modalities) for the exercise. The cost of 
demarcation and survey [words indistinct] naira 
should be borne by Nigeria. The two countries also 
agreed that the demarcation and survey of the border 
from the end of Okpara River up to the parted point on 
River Niger should be resumed as soon as possible. In 
addition, survey equipment left behind at (7Parakou) by 
Nigerian officials at the closure of Nigeria's borders in 
i984 shouid be returned there and the Nigerian officiais 
should be be given free access to remove their personal 
effects. Nigeria was also asked to make her decision 
[words indistinct] maritime boundary known to Benin as 
soon as possible, while necessary data on the mapping of 
ae om O Se Glee Ss aw © 
igeria. 


Experts from the two countries were equally directed to 
resume discussions on the technical assistance in map- 
ping of northern Benin Republic at their meeting in 
Cotonou on 17 and 18 of this month. The communique, 
which was read by the director of personnel in the 


e 
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Federal Ministry of Works and Housing, Mr Moses 
Brahima, also touched on public buildings and highway 
maintenance. [passage omitted] 


The Lagos meeting was sequel to the one held by the 
presidents of the two countries at their meeting held at 
the Seme border in September last year. During the 
meeting, both presidents directed that the two ministers 
responsible for surveys should meet and work out modal- 
ities for resuming work on the portion of Nigeria-Benin 
international border from Badagri creek to the Okpara 
River. 


Foreign Service Officers Recalled in Budget Cut 
AB1 103130889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 10 Mar 89 


[Summary from Poor Reception] Some of 210 foreign 
service Officers are back home as pari ihe iaiesi scheme 
initiated by the Ministry of External Affairs for the 
country’s diplomatic missions. They are returning ahead 
of the 15 March dateline set by the Ministry of External 
Affairs. As stipulated in a division of the 1989 budget, 
the foreign minister recalled one-third of the foreign 
service officers in a cost cutting measure. The measure 
includes the closure of consulates in Edinburgh, United 
Kingdom, Douala, Cameroon, and Atlanta and San 
Franciso, United States. 


* Lack of Materials, Cash Halt Production 
34000246c Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
6 Feb 89 pp 1, 16 


[Article by Wilfred Igunbor: “Raw Materials Ground 
Ekpan Plant’) 


[Text] The inability of the 1.5 billion naira Ekpan 
Petrochemical Plant near Warri, Bendel State to produce 
polypropylene for some months now, is due to non- 
availability of a catalyst used for its production, an 
investigation has shown. 

It was learnt thai the plant commissioned on March 18 
last year dy President Ibrahim Babangida stopped pro- 
duction after running out of the catalyst which is one of 
the raw materials used in producing polypropylene. 


According to sources, the said material is imported from 
Europe. 


Sources further said that the company ran out of the 
material because of the delay in procuring foreign 
exchange for its importation. 


It was gathered that before this problem arose the 
company was in the habit of importing the material 
every three months because it was not possible to keep 
them for a very long period in view of its sensitive 
nature. 
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It was learnt that by the time the Minister of Petroleum 
Resources, Dr Rilwan Lukman succeeded in helping the 
NNPC [Nigerian national Petroleum Company] in get- 
ting the foreign exchange, the European company sup- 
plying the material had closed down for Christmas and 
new year holiday. 


But since the material was not in stock, the earliest time 
it would be available for use at the petrochemical plant, 
would be next month. 


The DAILY TIMES also gathered that apart from the 
shortage of the catalyst there was nothing wrong with the 
plant itself. 
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The managing director of the Warri Refinery and the 
Petrochemical Company, Mr J. J. Akpieyi was reported 
to have travelled out of the country. 


When contacted, the head of production at the company 
refused to comment and directed us to Lages for com- 
ments. 


It would be recalled that Plastic Bag Manufacturer's 
Association of Nigeria, the main users of polypropylene 
had written to the NNPC through the Manufacturers 
Association of Nigeria on their problems since the plant 
stopped production. 

In the said letter, the members said that they would still 
prefer the NNPC price even if it went up since imported 
pol now cost between 1,100 U.S. dollars and 
1,200 naira U.S. dollars per metric tonnes. 
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